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Preface. 


CTT^HIS  volume  is  an  attempt  to  give  an  accurate  and  inter- 
j[  esting  account  of  a  family  of  professional  men  dating 
back  to  about  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth.  Had  the 
Tauntons  of  Oxford  been  a  race  of  feudal  Barons,  this  little 
book  would  have  been  unnecessary,  since  their  descent  would 
have  been  "  writ  large  "  in  English  History. 

That  any  other  member  of  the  family  will  take  as  great  an 
interest  in  the  matter  as  myself  I  do  not  expect,  since  mine  is 
the  pride  of  the  architect. 

To  me  has  been  reserved  the  honour  of  disclaiming  that 
part  of  the  pedigree  that  is  incapable  of  proof  ,  and  of  building 
the  part  which  is  true  on  the  solid  rock  of  the  Heralds  College. 

In  thus  shearing  our  pedigree  of  its  false  splendour,  and 
more  especially  in  acquiring  a  new  grant  of  arms,  I  have 
probably  shown  a  lamentable  deficiency  of  worldly  wisdom. 

That  the  majority  of  people  labour  under  a  great  mis- 
conception with  regard  to  new  arms  I  am  well  aware  ;  and, 
until  everybody  becomes  an  heraldic  expert,  I  presume  that  this 
misconception  is  likely  to  continue. 

It  is,  of  course,  unfortunate  that  the  descendants  of  Judge 
Taunton  reftcsed  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  new  grant 
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of  arms,  preferring  to  cling  to  the  old  coat.  Their  relatives^ 
the  descendants  of  Thomas  He^iry  Taunton,  made  them  the 
offer  at  the  time  practically  withottt  expense. 

Whether  it  was  that  they  despised  ''new  arms,''  or  that 
they  disliked  being  under  an  obligation,  the  result  is  to  be 
regretted. 

The  consequence  is  that  the  representation  of  the  family 
and  the  representation  of  the  arms  is  divided,  only  the  junior 
branch  being  genuinely  armigerous. 

Formerly  pedigrees  were  often  but  vague  nebulosities ;  but 
now,  thanks  mainly  to  the  action  of  modern  genealogists, 
heraldry  is  undergoing  a  beneficent  revolution. 

Those  who  have  the  welfare  of  the  science  at  heart  will 
wish  these  writers  all  success. 

That  Fountain  of  Truth,  the  Heralds  College,  zvas  buried 
at  the  bottom  of  a  well.  They  have  dug  down  a7id  unearthed 
it,  and  have  invited  the  public  to  come  and  drink  of  its  waters. 

Bedford,  1902. 
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Narrative   Pedigree 


HE   pedigree   of  the    Oxford    Tauntons,    as 

officially     recorded      in      His     Majesty's 

College    of   Arms,    commences    with    the 

Rev.  Joseph  Taunton,  Vicar  of  Quethiock, 

in   the   county  of  Cornwall,  who   died   in 

the  year    171 2.     He   took   his    degree    at 

Exeter  College,  Oxford,  being  made   B.A. 

in  1663,  and  was  instituted  into   the  living  of  Quethiock 

(pronounced    Gwithick)    September    3,    1673.       He   was 

buried  at  Quethiock  May  26,  1712. 

His  monument  in  Quethiock  Church  is  too  illegible 
to  be  of  any  genealogical  value.  In  the  register  of  his 
burial  his  name  is  spelled  Tanton. 

In  the  old  unauthenticated  pedigrees  of  the  family 
in  Polwhele's  "  County  History  of  Cornwall,"  and 
Sir  Bernard    Burke's    earlier  works,  his  wife   is    given    as 

Mary,  daughter  of  Gwavas,  of  Gwavas,  in    Sithney, 

CO.  Cornwall.  This,  however,  cannot  be  proved  by  any 
documentary  evidence.  All  that  is  recorded  of  her  in  the 
Heralds'  College  is  that  her  Christian  name  was  Mar  y,  and 
that  she  was  buried  at  Quethiock  October  27,  1697. 

By  Mary,  his  wife,  then,  the  Vicar  of  Quethiock  had 
three  sons — (i)  Joseph,  (2)  Nathaniel,   (3)  Elias — and   a 
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daughter,  Elizabeth,  baptized  at  Quethiock  July  21,  1681, 
and  married  there  December  5,  1706,  to  Caleb  Tillie, 
of  Plymouth. 

Of  these  three  sons,  the  eldest,  Joseph,  matriculated 
at  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  October  13,  1688,  and 
took  his  B.A.  degree  in  1693.  He  was  ordained,  and 
became  Vicar  of  Ipplepen,  in  co.  Devon,  where  he  was 
buried  August  5,  1723.  By  his  wife  Amy,  daughter  of 
George  Jess,  of  Torbrian,  co.  Devon,  he  had  a  son,  the 
Reverend  William  Taunton,  who  succeeded  him  in  the 
living  of  Ipplepen,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  Walter  Green 
Taunton,  of  St.  Helier,  Jersey. 

It  may  be  noted  as  curious  that  in  Foster's  "  Alumni 
Oxonienses "  the  name  of  this  Reverend  William  Taunton 
appears  with  the  alternative  spelling  of  Taynton.  He 
was  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  and  took  his  B.A. 
degree  in  1720. 

Of  the  Vicar  of  Quethiock's  third  son,  Elias,  nothing 
is  known  beyond  his  baptism  at  Quethiock  on  April  10, 
1679. 

It  was  the  Vicar  of  Quethiock's  second  son,  Nathaniel, 
who  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Tauntons  of  Oxford. 

This  Nathaniel  Taunton,  M.D.,  of  Liskeard,  co.  Corn- 
wall, married  Juliana,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheiresses 
of  Anthony  Tanner,  of  Carvynick,  in  St.  Enoder,  co.  Corn- 
wall, thus  bringing  into  the  family  half  a  dozen  very 
interesting  quarterings,  which  the  subsequent  new  grant 
of  arms  has  enabled  his  descendants  to  make  legitimate 
use  of,  and  two  or  three  Royal  Descents.  By  Juliana 
Tanner,  he  had,  with  several  daughters,  three  sons  : 

1.  The  Rev.  Elias  Taunton,  ancestor  of  the  Oxford 
Tauntons,  of  whom  hereafter. 

2.  Nathaniel  Taunton,  baptized  at  Liskeard  Novem- 
ber 28,  171 1,  who  died  unmarried. 

3.  Joseph  Taunton,  a  surgeon   of   Liskeard,  baptized 
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there  June  i8,  1716,  and  buried  there  July  24,  1793. 
He  married  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  and  coheiress  of 
Richard  Kempe,  of  Tregony,  a  lady  lineally  descended 
from  Edward  the  Third  of  England,  by  whom  he  had  a 
son,  Richard  Taunton,  of  Redruth,  who  married  Jane, 
daughter  and  coheiress  of  Theophilus  Mitchell,  of  Red- 
ruth, also  descended  from  the  Blood  Royal  of  England 
through  the  Stanleys,  Earls  of  Derby,  and  the  Howards, 
Dukes  of  Norfolk,  by  whom  he  had  an  only  son,  Richard 
Taunton,  M.D.,  of  Truro,  living  in  1806.  I  have  in  my 
possession  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Lord  de  Dunstan- 
ville,  dated  from  Tehidy  Park,  July  16,  1802,  inviting 
him  to  dinner. 

He  married  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheiresses  of 
the  Rev.  John  Whittaker,  Rector  of  Ruan  Langhorne, 
CO.  Cornwall,  the  celebrated  antiquary  and  historian  of 
Manchester. 

Of  course,  the  descent  of  this  branch  has  not  been 
recorded  in  the  College  of  Arms,  though  I  should  say, 
from  the  general  knowledge  that  I  have  acquired  on  the 
subject,  that  it  would  be  fully  capable  of  proof  I  only 
had  my  own  branch  of  the  family  (the  Oxford  branch) 
recorded  at  the  College,  and  did  not  go  to  the  needless 
expense  of  proving  the  descent  of  collaterals.  In  this 
respect  all  the  various  branches  of  a  family  must  naturally 
look  out  for  themselves. 

I  believe  that  this  branch  has  quite  died  out.  Should, 
however,  there  be  any  descendants  of  Dr.  Taunton  of 
Truro  living,  they  would  have  to  prove  the  descent  of 
their  branch  in  the  College,  and  get  a  new  grant  of  arms, 
just  as  we  have  done.  They  would  then  find  their  right 
to  the  Tanner  quarterings  already  proved  for  them,  whilst 
their  right  to  the  quarterings  of  Kempe,  Mitchell,  and 
Whittaker  would,  of  course,  have  to  be  investigated  by  the 
Heralds'  College  officials. 

I — 2 
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I  must  now  revert  back  to  Dr.  Nathaniel  Taunton's 
eldest  son,  the  Rev.  Elias  Taunton,  as  being  the  ancestor 
of  the  Oxfordshire  Tauntons  ;  in  fact,  he  it  w^as  who 
migrated  to  Oxford,  thus  becoming  the  founder  of  the 
Oxford  branch. 

The  Rev.  Elias  Taunton  was  baptized  at  Liskeard 
February  24,  1707-8,  and  was  of  Corpus  Christi  College, 
Oxford,  where  he  took  his  B.A.  degree  in  1730  ;  M.A., 
1733.  He  was  collated  to  the  living  of  Morwenstow, 
CO.  Cornwall,  on  September  9,  1737.  He  afterwards 
became  Rector  of  Sowton,  in  Devon,  and  a  Portionist  of 
Bampton,  co.  Oxford,  for  which  county  he  was  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  was  buried  at  St.  Aldate's,  Oxford, 
December  18,  1765.  By  his  wife  Anne,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Leaver,  an  apothecary  of  High  Street,  Oxford, 
he  had  four  sons  : 

1.  Thomas  Taunton,  baptized  at  Liskeard  August  9, 
1741.  He  was  a  Major  in  the  East  India  Company's 
Service,  and  was  killed  in  action,  dying  without  issue. 

2.  Sir  William  Elias  Taunton,  of  whom  presently. 

3.  John  Joseph  Taunton,  baptized  at  Bampton 
March  12,  1755.     A  naval  officer,  drowned  at  sea. 

4.  Daniel  Taunton,  baptized  at  Bampton,  co.  Oxford, 
December  6,  1758,  and  buried  at  St.  Aldate's,  Oxford, 
June  1 1,  1767. 

Of  these  four  sons  the  second  one  alone — Sir  William 
Elias  Taunton — had  any  issue.  All  the  Oxfordshire 
Tauntons,  therefore,  descend  from  him. 

He  was  baptized  at  Sowton,  co.  Devon,  January  31, 
1744;  was  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  and  Town 
Clerk  of  the  city  of  Oxford;  purchased  the  estate  of 
Freeland  Lodge  in  the  parish  of  Freeland,  near  Eynsham, 
CO.  Oxford,  and  was  knighted  at  Oxford  June  13,  18 14. 
He  was  buried  at  St.  Aldate's,  Oxford,  August  9,  1825. 

By  his  wife  Frances,  daughter  of  Stephen  Grosvenor, 
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Sub-treasurer  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  he  had  four  sons 
and  five  daughters.     The  sons  were  : 

I.  Sir  WilHam  EUas  Taunton,  Knt.,  Judge  of  King's 
Bench,  of  Freeland  Lodge;  baptized  at  St.  Aldate's 
Church,  Oxford,  September  28,  1772  ;  knighted  at 
St.  James's  Palace  November  17,  1830;  educated  at 
Westminster  School  and  Christ  Church,  Oxon ;  B.A., 
1793;  M.A.,  1796;  Barrister-at-Lavi^,  Lincoln's  Inn, 
1799;  Commissioner  of  Bankrupts,  1801;  Recorder  of 
Oxford,  1806;  King's  Counsel,  1821;  Bencher,  1822; 
Serjeant-at-Law,  1830;  Judge  in  the  Courts  of  King's 
Bench,  1830.  Married  Maria,  youngest  daughter  of 
Henry  William  Atkinson,  Provost  of  the  Company  of 
Moneyers  at  the  Royal  Mint,  London.  [N.B. — Lady 
Taunton's  brother,  Sir  Jasper  Atkinson,  v^as  also  a 
Moneyer  at  the  Royal  Mint,  v^hilst  another  of  her 
brothers.  Sir  Henry  Esch  Atkinson,  Commander  in  the 
Royal  Navy,  was  knighted  by  the  Marquess  of  Normanby, 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  1836.]  By  Miss 
Maria  Atkinson,  Judge  Taunton  had  issue  : 

1.  William   Elias   Taunton,   of  Freeland   Lodge; 

J. P.  and  D.L.  for  Oxfordshire  ;  baptized  at 
St.  Andrew's,  Holborn,  May  9,  18 18;  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge;  B.A.,  1842; 
M.A.,  1847;  died  at  Freeland  Lodge;  buried 
at  St.  Mary's,  Freeland,  March  29,  1873; 
married  at  Stanton  Harcourt,  co.  Oxford, 
October  18,  1848,  Sarah  Percival,  daughter 
of  Percival  Walsh,  of  Stanton  Harcourt. 

2.  The   Rev.   Charles  Edward   Taunton,   baptized 

at  St.  Andrew's,  Holborn,  February  25,  1830; 
educated  at  Westminster  and  Christ  Church, 
Oxford;  B.A.,  1852;  M.A.,  1855;  Vicar  of 
St.  John's,  Harlow,  co.  Essex ;  died,  un- 
married,   at    Clapton,    co.    Essex,    May    27, 
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1900;  buried  at  St.  Mary  the  Virgin's,  Free- 
land,  June  I,  1900. 

II.  Thomas  Henry  Taunton,  of  Grantpont  House,  in 
the  Parish  of  St.  Aldate's,  Oxford ;  Clerk  of  the  Peace 
for  Oxfordshire  (in  which  office  he  succeeded  his  father)  ; 
baptized  at  St.  Aldate's,  November  29,  1775  ;  died 
March  10,  1831;  buried  at  St.  Aldate's;  married  at 
St.  Mary's,  Lambeth,  June  27,  181 1,  Jane,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Davis,  of  the  city  of  Oxford. 

III.  Daniel  Taunton,  of  Walton  House,  in  the  city 
of  Oxford  ;  baptized  at  St.  Aldate's  Church,  Oxford, 
June  18,  1779;  buried  at  St.  Aldate's  July  2,  1828; 
married  Maria,  daughter  of  James  Bradford,  of  Sv^indon, 
CO.  Wilts,  Steward  of  the  Charterhouse  estates,  by  whom 
he  had  four  sons  : 

1.  William    Elias,    baptized     at    St.     Michael's, 

Oxford,  October  13,  18 17. 

2.  James     Bradford,    baptized    at    St.    Michael's, 

Oxford,  February  19,  1821;  of  All  Souls' 
College,  Oxon;  B.A.,  1843  ;  M.A.,  1848. 

3.  George,    baptized    at    St.    Michael's,    Oxford, 

May  23,  1825;  died  at  Oxford  February  19, 
1895;  buried  in  St.  Sepulchre's  Cemetery, 
Oxford. 

4.  Charles    Daniel,    baptized    at    St.    Michael's, 

Oxford,  1828  ;  of  Worcester  College,  Oxford; 
B.A.,  1851. 
All  these  four  sons  of  Daniel  Taunton  died  un- 
married.     The  eldest,   William  Elias,  was  a 
Major  in  the  Oxfordshire  Militia. 

IV.  The  Rev.  George  Taunton,  B.D.,  baptized  at 
St.  Aldate's,  Oxford,  May  14,  1784;  of  Corpus  Christi 
College,  Oxford;  B.A.,  1803;  M.A.,  1807;  B.D.,  1816  ; 
Greek  Reader,  1822;  Fellow  until  1826;  Rector  of 
Stratford  St.  Anthony,  co.  Wilts,    1826,  until  his  death; 
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buried  at  Stratford  Tony,  August  22,  1832;  married  at 
Bathwick,  co.  Somerset,  to  Sarah,  fourth  daughter  of 
James  Bradford,  of  Swindon.  His  widow  married  secondly 
the  Rev.  George  Lewis  Benson,  Canon  of  Sahsbury. 

The  Rev.  George  Taunton,  B.D.,  died  without  issue. 

Having  carried  the  descent  of  the  Tauntons  of  Oxford 
almost  to  the  present  day,  it  remains  for  us  now  to 
ehminate  those  who  died  without  surviving  male  issue 
before  proceeding  further. 

Let  us,  then,  begin  with  the  Rev.  Elias  Taunton,  the 
Vicar  of  Quethiock's  grandson,  who  was  the  first  settler 
in   Oxfordshire. 

Of  this  Rev.  Elias  Taunton's  four  sons  only  one  left 
issue,  and  that  was  the  second  one,  namely.  Sir  William 
Elias  Taunton,  usually  known  in  the  family  as  the  "  Town 
Clerk,"  to  distinguish  him  from  his  eldest  son,  the  second 
Sir  William  Elias  Taunton,  who  is  usually  called  the 
"Judge."  ^ 

The  fact,  then,  of  the  '*  Town  Clerk  "  alone  having 
surviving  issue  greatly  simplifies  matters  ;  and,  therefore, 
all  that  remains  for  us  to  do  is  to  proceed  with  him  and 
his  descendants.  His  four  sons  (for,  like  his  father,  he  had 
four  sons  also)  were:  (i)  Sir  WilHam  Elias,  the  "Judge" 
(2)  Thomas  Henry,  (3)  Daniel,  (4)  the  Rev.  George,  B.D., 
as  we  have  already  seen. 

We  have  seen  that  Daniel  Taunton,  the  third  son, 
had  four  sons  again,  curiously  enough,  but  that  these  four 
sons  all  died  unmarried. 

We  have  seen  also  that  the  fourth  son,  the  Rev. 
George  Taunton,  B.D.,  Rector  of  Stratford  Tony, 
CO.  Wilts,  also  died  childless. 

This  leaves  only  the  two  elder  brothers,  (i)  the 
I' Judge"  and  (2)  Thomas  Henry,  of  Grandpont  House, 
in    the    city   of  Oxford,  who   succeeded    his   father,   the 
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"  Town  Clerk,"  in  his  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County. 

The  Oxfordshire  Tauntons,  then,  are  confined  to  the 
lineal  descendants  of  these  two  men,  one  of  whom  died  in 
1835  and  the  other  in  1831. 

We  naturally  take  the  descendants  of  the  elder  brother 
first. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  this  elder  brother — 
the  "Judge,"  or  "  Sir  William  Elias  II.,  whichever  the 
reader  prefers — had  two  sons  :  (i)  William  Elias  Taunton, 
of  Freeland  Lodge,  J. P.  and  D.L.  for  Oxfordshire  ;  and 

(2)  the  Rev.  Charles  Edward  Taunton,  Vicar  of  St.  John 
the  Baptist's,  Harlow,  Essex,  who,  as  we  have  already 
noted,  died  unmarried  at  Clapton,  co.  Essex,  in  the  year 
1900,  aged  sixty  years.  We  have,  therefore,  only  his 
elder  brother,  William  Elias,  of  Freeland  Lodge,  to  think 
of.  William  Elias  Taunton,  then,  son  of  the  "Judge," 
and  grandson  of  the  "  Town  Clerk,"  married  Sarah  Per- 
cival,  daughter  of  Percival  Walsh,  of  Stanton  Harcourt, 
CO.  Oxford,  by  whom,  with  several  daughters,  he  had 
three    sons:     (i)    William    Elias,    (2)    Ernest    Hippisley, 

(3)  Hugh  Grosvenor.  Of  these  three  sons  the  eldest, 
William  Elias,  died  in  childhood,  having  been  born 
June  16,  and  baptized  at  St.  John  the  Baptist's,  Frome- 
Selwood,  CO.  Somerset,  August  i,  1854;  died  April  14, 
and  buried  April  18  in  Hamborough  Churchyard,  co. 
Oxford. 

Of  the  other  two,  Ernest  Hippisley  Taunton,  born 
January  24,  1856;  baptized  at  St.  Leonard's,  Eynsham, 
March  9,  1856;  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford;  B.A., 
1882  ;  M.A.,  1884  ;  married  at  Lindridge,  co.  Worcester, 
September  11,  1877,  to  Alice  Maude,  daughter  of 
Frederick  Owen  Butt  Lewis,  by  Elizabeth  Agnes,  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Timothy  Millington. 

By   this    lady   he  had  an  only   child,   William    Elias 
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Taunton,  born  May  29,  1879,  and  buried  at  Stuttgart, 
Germany,  December  10  of  the  same  year. 

Hugh  Grosvenor  Taunton,  the  third  son,  was  born 
March  22,  1863,  and  baptized  at  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul, 
Hanborough,  May  3,  1863.  He  married,  at  Sandown, 
Isle  of  Wight,  May  18,  1884,  Ida  Britannia,  daughter  of 
George  Fuller,  of  Dorking,  co.  Surrey,  by  whom  he  has 
issue  a  son,  Basil  Graham  Taunton,  born  May  28,  1885, 
and  baptized  at  St.  John's,  Holland  Road,  Kensington, 
London,  June  22,  1885;  ^^^  ^  daughter,  Kathleen  Isabel, 
born  September  8,  and  baptized  at  St.  John's,  Holland 
Road,  October  4,  1887. 

Having  ascertained,  therefore,  that  the  only  descen- 
dants of  Judge  Taunton  living  are  his  two  grandsons, 
Ernest  Hippisley  Taunton,  and  Hugh  Grosvenor  Taunton, 
solicitor,  of  London,  and  the  son  of  the  latter,  Basil 
Graham  Taunton,  a  boy  of  sixteen,  we  will  now  turn  to 
the  descendants  of  the  Judge's  brother,  Thomas  Henry 
Taunton,  of  Grandpont  House,  Oxford. 

This  Thomas  Henry  Taunton,  who  succeeded  his 
father,  the  "  Town  Clerk,"  as  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for 
Oxfordshire,  and  died  in  183 1,  married  Jane,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Davis,  by  whom  he  had,  with  several  daughters, 
the  following  sons  : 

1.  William  Elias  Taunton,  of  Pembroke  College, 
Oxford;  Scholar  1831  ;  married  at  Wellington,  New 
Zealand,  to  Selina,  daughter  of  Colonel  La  Tour,  but  died 
without  issue,  at  Northam,  Western  Australia,  March  23, 
1873,  and  buried  there  March  29,  1873. 

2.  The  Rev.  Frederick  Taunton,  M.A.,  of  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge;  Vicar  of  Kingswood,  co.  Surrey; 
born  at  Grandpont  House,  Oxford,  September  12,  181 5; 
baptized  at  St.  Aldate's,  Oxford,  July  4,  1825;  B.A., 
1841  ;  M.A.,  1844;  was  married  at  the  Parish  Church  of 
St.    Helier,  Jersey,   February   21,    1843,   to    Anne    Rollo, 
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youngest  daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  Garnett,  Rector  of 
Bridgetown,  Barbados,  by  whom  he  had  an  only  son, 
William  Garnett  Taunton,  born  at  No.  8,  The  Grove, 
Hammersmith,  December  26,  1851,  and  baptized  at 
St.  Paul's,  Hammersmith,  January  21,  1852. 

The  Rev.  Frederick  Taunton  married  secondly,  at 
St.  James's,  Croydon,  co.  Surrey,  Flora  Charlotte,  daughter 
of  Commissary-General  Wild,  on  January  6,  1 870. 

By  his  second  wife  the  Vicar  of  Kingswood  has  a  son 
— the  Rev.  Edward  Willoughby  Taunton,  B.A.  of 
Worcester  College,  Oxford ;  born  at  Merton  Rectory, 
CO.  Norfolk,  April  7,  1874;  curate  at  Byfleet,  near  Wey- 
bridge,  co.  Surrey,  having  been  ordained  by  the  Bishop 
of  Winchester  in  the  year  1899 — and  five  daughters  : 

1 .  Ethel  Flora  Jane. 

2.  Alice  Mary,  born  at  Croydon  July  21,  1872,  and 
married  at  Kingswood  February  14,  1900,  to  the  Rev. 
Percy  Mordaunt  Barnard,  B.D.  Camb.  ;  Rector  of 
Headley,  co.  Surrey. 

3.  Mabel  Gertrude,  born  at  Kingswood  Vicarage 
March  9,  1879. 

4.  Lilian  Frances,  born  at  Kingswood  Vicarage 
May  8,  1881. 

5.  Agatha  Grosvenor,  born  at  Kingswood  Vicarage 
May  19,  1885. 

The  other  sons  of  Thomas  Henry  Taunton,  of  Oxford, 
died  without  male  issue  : 

Richard  Taunton,  born  January  19,  1824,  and  bap- 
tized at  St.  Aldate's,  Oxford,  July  4  following;  died, 
unmarried,  November,  1868,  and  was  buried  at  Mel- 
bourne, in  Victoria,  Australia. 

Charles  Stephen  Taunton,  baptized  at  St.  Aldate's 
September  21,  1825,  and  buried  on  the  28th  of  the  same 
month. 

John  Taunton,  a  solicitor,  of  Oxford,  died  unmarried. 
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His    name    is    omitted    in    Dr.    Howard's    ''  Visitation  of 
England  and  Wales." 

George  Edwin  Taunton,  of  Coldham  Hall,  Suffolk, 
born  March  lo,  1822,  and  baptized  May  5,  1822,  at 
St.  Aldate's,  Oxford  ;  married  at  St.  Mary  Abbot's,  Ken- 
sington, to  Susannah  Maria,  daughter  of  James  Rixon 
Oliver,  of  Clapton,  co.  Essex,  by  whom  he  had  four 
daughters  and  coheiresses  : 

1.  Mary  Adela,  married,  first,  to  Major  Astley  Sparke, 
son  of  the  Rev.  Canon  John  Henry  Sparke,  of  Gunthorpe 
Hall,  CO.  Norfolk,  whom  she  divorced,  and,  secondly,  at 
Holy  Trinity,  Bromley,  co.  Kent,  to  Colonel  Charles 
Napier  Sturt  (third  son  of  Henry  Charles  Sturt,  of  Crichel, 
CO.  Dorset,  M.P.  for  co.  Dorset,  by  the  Lady  Charlotte 
Penelope  Brudenell,  his  wife,  second  daughter  of  Robert, 
sixth  Earl  of  Cardigan);  born  August  9,  1832  ;  Colonel 
commanding  37th  Regimental  District  ;  died  at  Win- 
chester, CO.  Hants,  March  13,  1886  ;  buried  in  Folkestone 
Cemetery,  co.  Kent,  March  19,  1886. 

2.  Helen  Jane,  married  at  St.  Michael's,  Eaton  Square, 
London,  March  11,  1871,  to  Colonel  Charles  Noel  Allix, 
Grenadier  Guards  (only  son  of  Captain  Frederick  William 
Allix,  of  Willoughby  Hall,  co.  Lincoln,  J.P.  and  D.L.), 
born  May  15,  1846  ;  Equerry  to  the  Khedive  of  Egypt; 
J.P.  and  D.L.  for  Kent  and  for  South  Lincolnshire.  She 
died  August  10,  1889,  and  was  buried  in  Brompton 
Cemetery  August  15,  1889. 

3.  Emily  Marion  (May),  unmarried. 

4.  Frances  Stewart,  unmarried. 

Of  the  sons  of  Thomas  Henry  Taunton,  therefore, 
the  only  one  to  leave  male  issue  was  the  Rev.  Frederick 
Taunton,  Vicar  of  Kingswood,  who,  as  we  have  seen, 
married  twice,  and  left  two  sons,  one  by  either  wife. 

The  son  by  the  first  wife  was  William  Garnett 
Taunton,  born    at    Hammersmith    December    26,    1851. 
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He  it  was  who  recorded  his  pedigree  in  the  College  of 
Arms  in  the  year  1886.  He  married  at  the  Deanery, 
St.  Helier,  Jersey,  May  20,  1891,  Eleanor  Juliana, 
daughter  of  Major  William  Henry  de  Salis,  95th  Regi- 
ment of  Foot  (Sherwood  Foresters),  by  whom  he  had 
issue  two  sons : 

1.  Raufe  Grosvenor  Taunton,  born  at  St.  Helier, 
Jersey,  March  16,  1892,  and  baptized  at  St.  Mark's 
Church,  Jersey,  April  10,  1892. 

2.  Hugh  Lupus  Taunton,  born  at  St.  Helier  Decem- 
ber 29,  1893,  and  baptized  at  St.  Mark's  Church,  Jersey, 
February  9,  1894. 

Thus  we  see  that  at  the  present  day  Thomas  Henry 
Taunton,  brother  to  the  Judge,  is  represented  by  two 
grandsons,  William  Garnett  Taunton,  and  his  half  brother, 
the  Rev.  Edward  Willoughby  Taunton,  B.A.,  of  Worcester 
College,  Oxford,  and  by  two  great-grandsons,  Raufe 
Grosvenor  Taunton  and  Hugh  Lupus  Taunton,  the  sons 
of  William  Garnett  Taunton. 

It  is  important  rather  to  distinguish  the  descendants 
of  the  two  brothers.  Judge  Taunton  and  Thomas  Henry, 
because  Judge  Taunton  was  the  elder  brother  and  in- 
herited Freeland  Lodge,  the  family  estate  purchased  by 
his  father,  the  Town  Clerk ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand, 
only  the  descendants  of  Thomas  Henry  Taunton,  the 
younger  of  the  two,  are  included  in  the  limitation  of  the 
new  Grant  of  Arms  issued  in  1886. 

As  for  the  other  brothers,  they  practically  do  not 
count,  because  their  descendants  have  died  out. 

Having,  therefore,  brought  the  narrative  pedigree  to 
a  satisfactory  conclusion,  we  will  proceed  to  give  a  few 
short  chart  pedigrees  of  the  family.  One  large  one  would 
of  course  be  preferable,  but  it  would  entail  an  unsightly 
folding  map  that  is  not  ornamental  to  any  book. 


The  Rev.  Frederick  Tauntox,  M.A.,  \'icar  of 
CO.  Surrey. 
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Descent  of  yuliaita   Tanner  1 7 

Having  shov/n  the  male  descent  of  the  Oxfordshire 
Tauntons  as  far  as  it  can  be  proved  in  the  Heralds' 
College,  the  next  thing  for  us  to  do  is  to  show  the  descent 
of  Juliana  Tanner,  wife  of  Nathaniel  Taunton,  of  Liskeard, 
and  ancestress  of  all  the  Oxfordshire  Tauntons. 

Her  Royal  Descent  and  the  quarterings  of  coat-armour 
that  she  brought  to  the  Tauntons  will  also  be  fully 
exhibited. 

The  descent  of  Frances  Grosvenor,  also  ancestress  of 
all  the  Oxford  Tauntons  now  living,  will  then  be  treated 
in  like  manner. 

DESCENT    OF    JULIANA    TANNER, 

Wife  of  Nathaniel  Taunton,  M.D. 

John  Tanner = ,  daughter  of Whitting,  of 

I      Wood,  CO.  Devon. 

George  Tanner,==Margaret,  daughter   and   coheir   of 
of  Collumpton,  co.  Devon.  John  Tregarthian,  of  Tregarthian, 

CO.  Cornwall. 

i 

Anthony  Tanner,=Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Tilley, 

of    Brannell,    co.    Cornwall ;     died         of  Cannington,  co.  Somerset. 
1583.  I 


of  Brannell,  entered  his  pedigree  at 
Visitation  of  Cornwall,  1620. 


John  Tanner,==Catherine,     daughter     of     Thomas 


Roscarrock,    of    Roscarrock,    co. 
Cornwall. 


Anthony  Tanner,=Dorothy,  daughter  and  heir  Barnard  Tanner, 

~      "  '  '    '         of  Zacchary  Arundell,  of  of  Brannel, 

St.  Enoder.  first  son  and  heir. 


of  St.   Enoder,  third 
son. 


Anthony  Tanner,  ==  Grace,  daughter  of  Thomas 
of  St.  Enoder,  son  and         Carthew,  of  Cannahdgy. 
heir. 


Juliana  Tanner, =Nathaniel     Anthony  Tanner,=Honour,   dau.    of 
daughter  and  coheir  to       Taunton,        of  Carvynick.  William  Silly, 

her  brother  Anthony.         M.D.  |      of  Trevelver. 


rt 
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Grace  Tanner,==Rev.     William     Penwarne,     M.A., 
daughter  and  sole  heir.  j      Vicar  of  St.  Veep,  co.  Cornwall. 

Rev.  Thomas  Penwarne, 

Rector  of  Jacobstowe,  co.  Cornwall ;  died  unmarried  and  intestate. 

Sir  William  Elias  Taunton  found  to  be  his  next-of-kin. 

THE    QUARTERINGS    OF    JULIANA    TANNER, 

Derived  through  her  Ancestress,  Margaret  Tregarthyn. 

David  Hender,=Margery,    daughter  and    coheir   of 
of  Wales,  temp.  Edward  III.  John  de  Cornewall. 


David  Hender,= 
son  and  heir. j 

Thomas  Hender,= 
son  and  heir. 


Richard  Hender,= ,   daughter   and   heir   of  John 

son  and  heir.  I      Chamberlayne,  by  the  heiress  of 

I      Pever. 

Margaret  Hender,=Thomas     Tregarthian,      of      Tre- 
died  April  lo,  1500.  j      garthian. 

I 

John  Tregarthian,= 
of  Tregarthian,  died  January  5,  1503, 
aged  twenty-four. j 


Margaret  Tregarthyn, = George    Tanner,     of    Collumpton, 
third  daughter  and  coheir.        I      co.  Devon. 

ARMS  AND  QUARTERINGS  OF   JULIANA  TANNER, 

As  Recorded  in  the  Heralds'  Visitations,  and  Authorized  by 
THE  College  of  Arms  to  be  Borne  by  the  Oxford  Tauntons. 

1.  Arg.,  on  a  chief  sa.,  three  Moor's  Heads  couped  or,  banded  about  the 

temples  gu.  (Tanner). 

2.  Arg,,  a  chev.  betw.  three  escallops  sa.  (Tregarthian). 

3.  Azure,  a  lion  ramp,  within  an  orle  of  escallops  or  (Hender). 

4.  Arg.,  a  lion  ramp.  gu=  within  a  bordure  engr.  sa.  bezantee  (Cornewall). 

5.  Arg.,  on  a  bend  sa.  five  bezants  (Chamberlayne). 

6.  Arg.,  on  a  chev.  gu.  three  fleurs-de-lys  or  (Pever). 


Engravings  of  Arms. 


Descent  of  the   Manor  of  Carvynack     19 

DESCENT   OF   THE    MANOR    OF   CARVYNACK, 

In  the  Parish  of  St.  Enoder,  co.  Cornwall. 
Leonard  Willoughby= 


Nicholas  Willoughby,=Jane,  daughter  of  Edward  Willoughby, 

of  Carvynack,  second  son.      I      Langeston.  first  son. 


George  Willoughby,=Jane,    daughter    of    Sampson   Tre- 
ofCarvynick;  living  1620.       I      mayne,  of  St.  Ewe. 


Anne  Wil-=Zacchary  Arundell,         Jane  Willoughby, =Thomas 


loughby,  daughter 
and  coheir. 


of     Carvynack     in         daughter  and  Cooke, 

right   of    his   wife ;         coheir.  of  Truro, 

buried  Aug.  2, 1667. 


daughter  and  sole  heir. 


Dorothy  Arundell, = Anthony  Tanner,  third  son  of  John 


Tanner,  of  Court,  in  Brannell. 


Anthony  Tanner,  of  Carvynack, 
born  1634;  died  1708. 

Avms  of  Willoughby  of  Carvynack :  From  Pedigree  in  the  Harleian 

Ufford    and    Beke,    quarterly^  MSS. 

within  a  bordure  gobony. 

THE   ROYAL   DESCENT   OF   JULIANA   TANNER, 

Wife  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Taunton,  of  Liskeard,  and  Grandmother 
OF  Sir  William  Elias  Taunton,  of  Oxford,  from  the  Em- 
peror Charlemagne,  Alfred  the  Great,  William  the  Con- 
queror, and  Edward  L  of  England. 

Charlemagne,^Hildegardis     of     Suabia,     married 


Emperor  of  the  West. 


768  ;  buried  at  Metz  783. 


Louis  the  Pious,  ==Judeth,    daughter    of    Guelph    L, 
died  840.  j      Count  of  Altorp. 

Charles  the  Bald,^Ermentrude,     daughter     of     Odo, 
King  of  France.  |       Count  of  Orleans. 

1 
Judeth,==  Baldwin    I.,     Count     of    Flanders 
daughter  of  Charles  the  Bald.         j       ("  Bras  de  Fer"). 
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a 

Baldwin  II.,=Ethelwida,  daughter  of  Alfred  the 
Count  of  Flanders;  died  918.      I      Great,  King  of  England. 


Arnold  I.,=Alix,  daughter  of  Herbert,  Count  of 
Count  of  Flanders.   [      Vermandois. 

Baldwin  III,,==Mechtild,     daughter     of     Herman 
Count  of  Flanders  ;  died  961.      I      Billung,  Duke  of  Saxony. 


Arnold  II.,==Rosalie,  daughter  of  Berenger  H., 
Count  of  Flanders.  j       King  of  Italy. 

Baldwin  IV.,=Otgina,     daughter     of     Frederick, 
Count  of  Flanders  ;  died  1036.  Count  of  Luxemburg ;  first  wife. 


Baldwin  V.,==Adele,  daughter  of  Robert  I.,  King 
Count  of  Flanders  ;  died  1067.      |      of  France. 

Maude,  ==  William    the    Conqueror,   King   of 
England. 


daughter  of  Baldwin  V. 

r 

Henry  I.,==Maud,  daughter   of   Malcolm  HI., 
King  of  England.    j       King  of  Scotland. 

Matilda,  ==  Geoffrey     Plantagenet,     Count    of 
daughter  of  Henry  I.  j      Anjou. 

i 

Henry  n.,==Eleanora,     daughter    of    William, 
Duke  of  Aquitaine. 


King  of  England. 

John,: 
King  of  England. 


Isabel  of  Angoulesme. 


Eleanor,    daughter    and    coheir   of 
Raymond,  Count  of  Provence. 


Henry  III 
King  of  England. 

Edward  I.,=Eleanor,  daughter  of  Ferdinand  III., 
King  of  England ;  died  1307.      |       King  of  Castile  and  Leon. 


EHzabeth  Plantagenet, = Humphrey     de     Bohun,     Earl     of 
daughter  of  Edward  I.      j      Hereford  and  Essex. 
h 
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h 

Margaret  de  Bohun==Hugh  de  Courtenay,  Earl  of  Devon. 


I 
Edward  Courtenay,=Emmeline,    daughter   of    Sir   John 
of  GodHngton.  |      Dawney. 

I 
Sir  Hugh  Courtenay,  ==  Matilda,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Beau- 
of  Haccombe.    ^|      mont,  of  Sherwell. 


of  Boconnoc 


Sir  Hugh  Courtenay,=pMargaret,    daughter  and  coheir   of 


Jane  Trethurife: 


Sir  Thomas  Carminow. 


Elizabeth  Courtenay,==John  Trethurffe,  of  Trethurife. 

rjohn  Tregarthian,  of  Tregarthyn. 


Margaret  Tregarthian, = George     Tanner,    of    Collumpton, 
daughter  and  coheiress.  |      co.  Devon. 

Anthony  Tanner,  ==Elizabeth,  daughter  of Tilley, 

of  Brannell ;  died  1583.   J       of  Cannington,  co.  Somerset. 

I 
John  Tanner,= Catherine,     daughter     of    Thomas 
of  Brannell.     [      Roscarrock,  of  Roscarrock. 

Anthony  Tanner,=Dorothy,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Zacchary  Arundell,  of  St.  Enoder, 
CO.  Cornwall. 


of  Carvynack,  in  St.  Enoder ;  third 
son. 


Anthony  Tanner,  ==Grace,       daughter      of      Thomas 
of  St.  Enoder,  died  1708.  Carthew,  of  Cannaliggy. 


Juliana  Tanner,  ==Nathaniel      Taunton,      M.D.,      of 
daughter  and  coheiress.  j      Liskeard. 

Rev.  Elias  Taunton,  ==  Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  Leaver, 
Rector    of    Sowton ;    J. P.   for    co.  j      surgeon,  of  Oxford. 
Oxford.  ^1 

Sir  William  Elias  Taunton, =Frances,    daughter   and    heiress   of 
Knt.,  of  Freeland  Lodge,  co.  Oxford.  |      Stephen  Grosvenor. 

c 
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c 

Thomas  Henry  Taunton, ==Jane,  daughter  of  Stephen  Davis. 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  Oxfordshire  ; 
died  1831.  I 

Rev.  Frederick  Taunton,=j=Anne  Rollo,  daughter  of  Rev.  Wil- 


Vicar   of    Kingswood,   co.    Surrey ; 
Arms  granted  il 


liam  Garnett,  Rector  of  Bridge- 
town, Barbados. 


William  Garnett  Taunton, =Eleanor  Juliana,  daughter  of  Major 


born  December  26,  1851,  and  bap- 
tized at  St.  Paul's,  Hammersmith. 


William    Henry   de    Salis,    95th 
Regiment. 


(i)  Raufe  Grosvenor  Taunton,  (2)  Hugh  Lupus  Taunton, 

baptized    at    St.    Mark's   Church,         baptized    at    St.    Mark's   Church, 
Jersey,  April  10,  1892.  Jersey,  February  9,  1894. 


THE    DESCENT    OF    FRANCES    GROSVENOR, 

Wife  of  Sir  William  Elias  Taunton,  Knt.,  of  Oxford. 

Sir  Gilbert  de  Grosvenor,  = 
nephew  to   Hugh   Lupus,   Earl   of  I 
Chester.  j 

Sir  Robert  le  Grosvenor, 
of  Over  Lostock,  co.  Chester.      I 


Sir  Henry  le  Grosvenor= 

Raufe  le  Grosvenor,  == 
fought  at  Lincoln,  1141. 


Richard  Grosvenor,  == 
of  Hulme,  co.  Cheshire. 


Robert  Grosvenor,  ==  Emma,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Sheriff  of  Cheshire ;  buried  at  Bud-  I  William  de  Mobberley,  of  Mob- 
worth.  I      berley. 
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Sir  Robert  Grosvenor,  = 
bought  one-third  of  the  Manor  of 
Over  Alderley. 

Sir  Raufe  Grosvenor,: 
of  Hulme;  died  1356. 


Sir  Robert  Grosvenor, 
SheriflFof  Cheshire  1388  and  1395. 


Emma,  daughter  of  Mainwaring,  of 
Peover. 


JuHan,    daughter   and    heir   of    Sir 
Robert  Pulford. 


Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor,=Catherine,    daughter    and    heir    of 


of  Hulme,  10  Henry  V. 


Thomas  Grosvenor,: 
of  Drayton,  co.  Stafford  ;  third  son. 


Sir  Wilham  Phesant. 


: Isabel,  daughter  and  coheiress  of 
Sir  Richard  Peshall,  of  Chet- 
wynd. 


Randle  Grosvenor, = Margaret,  daughter  of  Randle  Man- 
of  Bellaport,  co.  Salop.         I      waring,  of  Caringham. 


Randle  Grosvenor,==Anne,  daughter  of  William  Charl- 
of  Bellaport ;  will  dated  1558.  ton,  of  Apley  Castle. 


Henry  Grosvenor,=AHce,  daughter  of  Humphrey  Whit- 
of  the  Hill,  Offley.  grave,  of  Burton,  co.  Stafford, 


William  Grosvenor,=:Bridget,  daughter  of  Edmund  Brad- 
of  the  Hill. I      dock,  of  Adbaston,  co.  Stafford. 

Robert  Grosvenor,=Mary,  daughter  of  William  Bryant, 


of  Hungorsheath,  co.  Stafford  ;  aged 
fifty-seven  at  the  Heralds'  Visita- 
tion of  1663. 


of  Sambroke  ;  died  August,  1667. 


William  Grosvenor,=pElizabeth,     daughter     of    Thomas 


of  Hungorsheath  ;  baptized  at  Ash- 
ley September  21,  1634  !  buried, 
1680. 


Wood,  of  Dorrington,  co.  Salop, 
by  Margaret,  daughter  of  John 
Chetwode,  of  Oakley. 
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Robert  Grosvenor,= 
of  Hungorsheath  ;  baptized  March 
i6,  1670;  buried  at  Ashley,  1753. 


:Hannah,  daughter  of  Stubbs, 

of  Gousley  Green,  co.  Cheshire ; 
buried  at  Ashley  April  24,  1708. 


I 
Stephen  Grosvenor,: 
Sub-Treasurer  of  Christ 
Church,  Oxon  ;  third  son  ; 
baptized  at  Ashley  March 
8,  1707.  


Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Daniel 
Tottie,  Vicar  of 
Eccleshall. 


Thomas 
Grosvenor, 
of  Hungorsheath 
eldest  son. 


Frances  Grosvenor, = Sir  William  Elias  Taunton,   Knt. 


daughter  and  heiress  to  her  brother, 
John  Grosvenor,  of  Oxford. 


Town  Clerk  of  Oxford. 


(i)  Sir  William  Elias  Taunton, 
Knt.,  Judge  of  King's  Bench  ;  of 
Freeland     Lodge,     co.    Oxford  ; 
died  1835. 


I 
(2)  Thomas  Henry  Taunton, 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  Oxfordshire, 
to  whose  descendants  the  new  Grant 
of  Arms  is  limited. 


THE   QUARTERINGS   OF   FRANCES   GROSVENOR, 

Through  the  Pershalls  of  Chetwynd. 

Sir  John  Swinnerton,= 
Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Peshall.  | 

Sir  Richard  Peshall= Margaret,    daughter    and     heir    of 
I       Hugh  Knighton,  of  Knighton. 


Adam  Peshall,: 


of  Peshall. 


:Agnes,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
John  de  Caverswell,  of  Bishop's 
Offley. 


Sir  Richard  Peshall,=Jane,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Regi 


of  Chetwynd,  in  right  of  his  wife. 


Sir  Thomas  Peshall, 
of  Chetwynd. 


nald  Chetwynd,  of  Chetwynd. 
Philippa. 


Sir  Richard  Peshall, ==Margery,   daughter   and    coheir   of 
of  Chetwynd.  Hugn  Malpas,  of  Checkley. 

Isabel  Peshall,  wife  of 
Thomas  Grosvenor,  of  Drayton. 
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daughter  and  heir  of  Robert 


Hugh  de  Blackenhall, 
of  Blackenhall,  co.  Chester. 


Praers,  of  Checkley. 


Richard  Blackenhall,  ==  Anne,   daughter  and  coheir  of   Sir 
of  Checkley.  |       William  de  Winstanton. 

Helen  Blackenhall,  ==  Adam    Praers,    of    Checkley,   jure 
daughter  and  heiress.  |      uxoris. 

Helen  Praers,==Hugh  Malpas,  of  Checkley,  in  right 
daughter  and  heiress.  I      of  his  wife. 


Margery  Malpas,  ==Sir  Richard  Peshall,  of  Chetwynd. 
daughter  and  coheiress.  | 

Isabel  Peshall,  ==Thomas  Grosvenor,  of  Drayton, 
daughter  and  coheiress.  | 

nU 

THE    ARMS    AND    QUARTERINGS    OF    FRANCES 
GROSVENOR, 

As  Recorded  in  the  Books  of  the  College  of  Arms,  and 
Authorized  by  the  Heralds'  College  Officials  to  be  Borne 
BY  the  Oxfordshire  Tauntons. 

1.  Az.,  a  garb  between  three  bezants  (Grosvenor). 

2.  Az.,  a  garb  or  (Grosvenor  of  Eton). 

3.  Az.,  a  bend  or  (Grosvenor  ancient). 

4.  Arg.,  two  chevronels  gu.,  on  a  canton  of  the  second  a  cross-crosslet 

fitchee  or  (Mobberley). 

5.  Az,,  a  stag  lodged  arg.  (Downes). 

6.  Sa.,  a  cross  patonce  arg.  (Pulford). 

7.  Az.,  three  pheasants  or  (Phesant). 

8.  Arg.,  a  cross  formee  flory  sa,,  on  a  canton  gu.  a  wolf's  head  erased  of 

the  field  (Peshall). 

9.  Arg.,  a  cross  formee  flory  sa.,  charged  with  an  escutcheon  of  the 

second  (Peshall  ancient). 

10.  Vert,  two  lions  passant  or  (Knighton). 

11.  Az.,  fretty  arg.  a  fesse  gu.  (Caverswell). 

12.  Az.,  a  chev.  between  three  mullets  or  (Chetwynd). 

13.  Gu.,  three  pheons  arg.  (Malpas). 

14.  Gu.,  a  scythe  within  a  bordure  arg.  (Praers), 

15.  Arg.,  a  blackamoor's  head  couped  sa.  (Blackenhall), 

16.  Gu.,  two  scythes  in  saltire  arg.  (Praers). 

17.  Gu.,  two  lions  combattant  arg.  (Winstanton). 
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THE   DESCENT  OF   THE  TAUNTONS  OF  OXFORD, 

Through  Frances  Grosvenor,  from  King  Edward  I.  of  England. 

Edward  I,,==Eleanor,  daughter  of  Ferdinand  III., 
King  of  England.  King  of  Castile. 


Elizabeth  Plantagenet==  Humphrey    de     Bohun,     Earl     of 
I       Hereford  and  Essex. 

Eleanor  de  Bohun=James  Butler,  Earl  of  Carrick  and 
Ormonde;  died  June  6,  1337. 


Petronilla  Butler=Sir  Gilbert  Talbot,  of  Goodrich 
Castle,  CO.  Hereford  ;  3rd  Baron  ; 
died  1387. 


Sir  Richard  Talbot,==  Margaret,  cousin  and  heir  of  Lord 


Lord  Talbot  of  Blackmere;    died 
1396. 


Strange,  of  Blackmere. 


John  Talbot,: 


:Maude,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Thomas  Neville,  Lord  Furnivall ; 
first  wife. 


K.G.,  the  Great  Earl   of  Shrews- 
bury.   

John  Talbot, ^Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James,  Earl 
K.G.,  2nd  Earl  of  Salop;  died  1460.         of  Ormonde ;  second  wife. 


Sir  Gilbert  Talbot,=Audrey,daughter  of  Sir  John  Cotton, 
of  Grafton  ;  third  son  ;  K.G. ;   died         Knt. ;  second  wife. 
September  19,  1517.  

Sir  John  Talbot,  Knt.=Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Walter  Wrot- 
1      tesley,  of  Wrottesley  ;  second  wife. 

John  Talbot,  ==01ive,    daughter    and    coheiress   of 
of  Salwarp.  |       Sir  Henry  Sherrington. 

Dorothy  Talbot=John  Skrymshire,  of  Norbury,  co. 
\      Stafford. 

Elizabeth  Skrymshire==Edmond    Braddock,    of    Abbaston, 
j      CO.  Stafford;  Hving  1614. 
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Bridget  Braddock= William   Grosvenor,   of  The    Hil 
^1       High  Offley. 


of  Hungorsheath 


RoDert  Grosvenor, 


William  Grosvenor,= 
of  Hungorsheath ;  aged  twenty-eight 
at  the  Heralds'  Visitation  of  1663  \ 
buried  at  Ashley  August  26,  1680. 


.Mary,  daughter  of  William  Bryant, 
of  Sambroke,  co.  Salop ;  died 
August,  1667. 

:Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Wood,  of  Dorrington,  co.  Salop, 
by  Margaret,  daughter  of  John 
Chetwode,  of  Oakley. 


Robert  Grosvenor,=Hannah,  daughter  of  Stubbs, 

of  Hungorsheath  ;    buried   July  6,         of  Gousley  Green,  Cheshire ;  first 
1753-  I      wife. 

Stephen  Grosvenor, = Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev.  Daniel 


Sub-Treasurer  of  Christ  Church. 
Oxon ;  third  son  ;  baptized  at  Ashley 
March  8,  1707. 


Tottie,  Vicar  of  Eccleshall,  and 
sister  to  the  Rev.  Canon  Tottie, 
Canon  of  Christ  Church,  Oxon. 


daughter  and  heiress. 


Frances  Grosvenor,=Sir  William  Elias  Taunton,  of  Free- 


land  Lodge,  CO.  Oxford. 


(2)  Thomas  Henry  Taunton, =Jane 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  ~ 
Oxfordshire. 


(i)  Sir  William  Elias  Taunton, 
Davis.  of  Freeland  Lodge ;   Judge 

of  King's  Bench. 


Rev.  Frederick  Taunton, 
Vicar  of  Kingswood,  co.  Surrey. 


William  Garnett  Taunton, 
baptized  at  St.  Paul's,  Hammer- 
smith, January  21,  1852. 


I 
(i)  Raufe  Grosvenor  Taunton, 
baptized  at  St.  Mark's,  Jersey, 
April  10,  1892, 


lAnne  RoUo,  daughter  of  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Garnett,  M.A.,  Queens' 
College,  Cambridge. 

:Eleanor  Juliana,  daughter  of  Major 
William  Henry  de  Salis,  g5th 
Regiment. 


(2)  Hugh  Lupus  Taunton, 

baptized  at  St.  Mark's,  Jersey, 

February  9,  1894. 
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THE    ROYAL   DESCENT   OF    FRANCES   GROSVENOR 

From  Charlemagne,  Alfred  the  Great,  and  William  the 
Conqueror. 

Charlemagne,     Hildegarde,    of    Suabia  ;    married 
Emperor  of  the  West ;  crowned  at  I       768 ;  buried  at  Metz  783. 
Rome  A.D.  800.  I 

Louis  the  Pious,  ==  Judith,    daughter    of    Guelph     I., 
King  of  France  ;  died  June  20,  840.  I      Count  of  Altorf. 


Charles  the  Bald,==Ermendrude,     daughter     of     Odo, 
died  October  6,  877.  |      Count  of  Orleans. 

Judith, ^Baldwin    I.,    Count    of    Flanders 
daughter  of  Charles  the  Bald.  died  880. 


Baldwin  II.,=Ethelwida,  daughter  of  Alfred  the 
Count  of  Flanders  ;  died  918.  Great,  King  of  England. 


Arnold  I.,==Alix,  daughter  of  Herbert  II.,  Count 
Count  of  Flanders  ;  died  965.      I      of  Vermandois. 


Baldwin  III.,— Mechtild,    daughter    of    Hermann 
Count  of  Flanders;  died  961.      I      Billung,  Duke  of  Saxony. 


Count  of  Flanders ;  died 


Arnold  II.,=Rosalie,  daughter  of  Berengarius  II., 


King  of  Italy. 


Baldwin  I V.,= Eleanor,  daughter  of  Richard,  Duke 
Count  of  Flanders  ;  died  1036.  of  Normandy. 


Count  of  Flanders  ;  died  1067. 


Baldwin  V.,=Adele,  daughter  of  Robert  II.,  King 


of  France. 


daughter     of     Baldwin    V. ;     died 
April  13,  1083. 


Maud,=William  the    Conqueror,    King    of 


England. 


Royal  Descent  of  Frances   Grosvenor     29 


Gundreda,=William    de    Warrenne,    Earl    of 


daughter  of  William  the  Conqueror. 


Surrey. 


I 
William  de  Warrenne,==Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Hugh  Mag- 


second  Earl  of  Surrey ;  died  May  1 1 
1 138. 


nus,  Count  of  Vermandois ;  second 
son  of  King  Henry  II.  of  France  ; 
descended  from  Charlemagne. 

William  de  Warrenne,  ==  Ella  de  Belesme,  daughter  of  Wil- 
third  Earl  of  Surrey.  I      Ham,  Count  of  Ponthieu. 


Isabella  de  Warrenne,==HamHn  Plantagenet ;  died  1202. 
daughter  and  heiress. 


I 
Geoffrey  Warren, ==Isabella. 
second  son.  | 

John  Warren,  ==Audelia,    daughter   and    heiress    of 
of  Ightfield.  I      Gruffith  Albany,  of  Ightfield. 


Griffith  Warren,==  Winifred,  daughter  of  William  de 
of  Ightfield.  Broxton. 


John  Warren, = Elena,  daughter  of  John  Charlton, 
of  Ightfield. I 

Griffith  Warren,  ==  Matilda,  daughter  of  Lord  Strange, 
of  Ightfield.  I      of  Blackmere. 

Griffith  Warren=Margaret,  daughter  of  Piers  Corbet. 


John  Warren, =Matilda,  daughter  of  John  Cheney, 
of  Ightfield.  I      of  Willaston. 


Margaret  Warren, = William  Manwaring,  second  son  of 
daughter  and  heir.  I      Randle  Manwaring,  of  Peover. 


30  The   Taunt ons  of  Oxford 


Anne  Man waring= Richard  Charlton,  of  Apley  Castle, 
I      CO.  Salop. 

William  Charlton,^  Alice,  daughter  of  Thomas  Horde, 


of  Apley  Castle. 


of  Bridgenorth ;  Sheriff  of  Salop 
1457. 


Anne  Charlton=Randle  Grosvenor,  of  Bellaport. 
\ 

Henry  Grosvenor,  =  Alice,  daughter  of  Humphrey  Whit- 
of  The  Hill,  High  Offley.        j      greave,  of  Burton. 


I 
William  Grosvenor,=:Bridget,  daughter  of  Edmond  Brad- 


of  The  Hill. 


Robert  Grosvenor,: 
of  Hungorsheath,  co.  Stafford. 


William  Grosvenor,: 
of  Hungorsheath. 


dock,  of  Abbaston. 


Mary,  daughter  of  William  Bryant, 
of  Sambroke. 


Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Wood,  of  the  Old  Hall,  Dorring- 
ton,  CO,  Salop. 


Robert  Grosvenor,=:Hannah,  daughter  of Stubbs, 

of  Hungorsheath.  of  co.  Cheshire. 


Stephen  Grosvenor,  ==  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev.  Daniel 
third  son ;  Sub-Treasurer  of  Christ  |  Tottie,  Vicar  of  Eccleshall,  co. 
Church,  Oxon.  |      Stafford. 

Frances  Grosvenor, = Sir  William   Elias  Taunton,  Knt., 


daughter  of  Stephen  Grosvenor, 
and  heiress  to  her  brother,  John 
Grosvenor,  of  Oxford. 


of  Freeland  Lodge,  co.  Oxford. 


(i)  Sir  William  Elias  Taunton,  (2)  Thomas  Henry  Taunton, 

Knt.,  Judge  of  King's  Bench  ;  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  Oxfordshire ; 

died  1835.  died  1831. 


Charles  Edwin  Taunton,  of  Coldham  Hall,  Suffolk. 


Gundreda  3 1 


With  regard  to  the  above  Royal  Descent  of  Frances 
Grosvenor,  it  must  be  remarked  that  genealogists  are 
divided  on  the  point  of  Gundreda  being  the  daughter  of 
William  the  Conqueror. 

Even  if  we  concede  this  point  to  modern  criticism, 
still  Frances  Grosvenor's  descent  from  Charlemagne  holds 
good,  because  Gundreda's  son  William,  second  Earl  of 
Surrey,  married  the  daughter  of  Hugh  the  Great,  Count 
of  Vermandois,  who,  as  a  Prince  of  the  Royal  House  of 
France,  was  a  direct  descendant  from  Charlemagne  in  the 
male  line. 

Those  who  have  read  the  narrative  pedigree  carefully 
will  remember  that  all  the  Oxfordshire  Tauntons  now 
living  are  the  lineal  descendants  of  the  first  Sir  William 
Elias  Taunton  and  his  wife,  Frances  Grosvenor,  and,  con- 
sequently, have  in  their  own  veins,  through  her,  the  blood 
of  Charlemagne  and  Edward  I.  of  England. 

It  is  as  well  to  say  this  in  so  many  words,  because 
most  people  who  are  not  genealogists  look  at  pedigrees  as 
though  through  a  fog.  They  skim  through  a  genealogy 
carelessly,  and  fail  to  grasp  the  points  of  it.  Nor  can 
they  be  blamed  ;  for  pedigree-grubbing  is  not  exactly  an 
exhilarating  sport. 

For  the  others  then, let  them  take  it  as  sufficiently  proved 
that  the  Oxford  Tauntons  now  living  are,  through  their 
ancestress,  Juliana  Tanner,  lineally  descended  from  Charle- 
magne, Alfred  the  Great,  William  the  Conqueror,  and 
Edward  I.  of  England ;  and  through  their  other  ancestress, 
Frances  Grosvenor,  from  Charlemagne  and  Edward  I.  of 
England. 

Thus,  Hugh  Grosvenor  Taunton,  for  instance,  grand- 
son of  the  Judge,  and  the  Rev.  Frederick  Taunton, 
Grantee  of  Arms,  nephew  of  the  Judge  (to  take  another 
instance),  are  absolute  lineal  descendants  of  Charlemagne 
and  Edward  I.     At  the  same  time,  there  is  nothing  very 
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wonderful  in  all  this,  since  there  are  probably  some  fifty 
thousand  Englishmen  with  Royal  blood  in  their  veins — 
if  not  double  that  number  —  besides  many  others  who 
have  it,  but  cannot  prove  it ;  and  a  Royal  Descent  you  can 
prove  is  commonly  held  to  be  better  than  one  you  cannot 
prove. 

Some  of  the  greater  nobility  can  prove  fifty  or  sixty 
Royal  Descents.  A  Royal  Descent,  therefore,  when 
authentically  proved,  is  simply  a  point  in  a  pedigree,  nothing 
more;  and  some  Royal  Descents  count  for  more  than  others. 
Naturally,  the  farther  you  come  down  the  Royal  Line 
the  better.  Thus,  a  descent  from  Edward  III.  is  better 
than  a  descent  from  Edward  I.,  and  so  on.  I  believe  that 
Frances  Grosvenor  is  descended  from  Edward  III.  and 
also  from  the  renowned  Hotspur,  but  I  must  test  a  doubt- 
ful point  first  before  entering  it  in  this  book. 

I  trust  the  reader  will  excuse  this  digression,  which  is 
simply  intended  for  his  genealogical  education. 

Having  finished  the  descent  of  the  Tauntons  of 
Oxford  and  the  pedigrees  of  Juliana  Tanner  and  Frances 
Grosvenor,  we  now  part  company  with  the  Heralds' 
College,  the  remaining  pedigrees  being  simply  the  result 
of  my  own  private  compilation  from  county  histories  and 
other  genealogical  works,  and  other  evidence,  such  as 
entries  from  parish  registers,  monumental  inscriptions,  etc. 

I  begin  now  with  the  descent  of  Anne  Leaver,  wife 
of  the  Rev.  Elias  Taunton,  and  daughter  of  Thomas 
Leaver,  the  apothecary,  of  Oxford.  My  authority  for 
this  pedigree  is  Sir  Bernard  Burke's  "  Landed  Gentry,"  in 
his  article  on  Taunton,  of  Freeland  Lodge  ;  and  also  same 
article  in  Burke's  '*  Commoners,"  vol.  ii.,  p.  213.  Here 
Burke  loosely  calls  Mary  Dewe  a  grand-niece  of  Thomas 
Tesdale,  founder  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford  ;  whereas 
my  researches  go  to  prove  that  she  was  his  great-gr^ind- 
niece. 


Anne  Leaver  33 

I  give  Anne  Leaver's  descent  because  she  is  supposed 
to  be  of  *'  Founder's  kin  "  to  Thomas  Tesdale,  co-Founder, 
with  the  Rev.  William  Wightwick,  B.D.,  of  Pembroke 
College,  Oxford.  One  of  the  Dewe  family,  a  clergyman, 
tried  to  establish  his  Founder's  kin's  rights  to  Pembroke 
College,  and  had  a  law-suit  about  it ;  but  his  pedigree 
broke  down  and  he  lost  his  case. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a  few  registers  of  marriage  and 
baptism  are  still  required  to  make  Anne  Leaver's  pedigree 
complete.  It  could  never  pass  the  College  until  these  are 
found. 

A  genealogy  is  not  a  pedigree.  In  the  latter  the 
dates  and  places  of  baptisms,  marriages,  and  burials  are  all 
supposed  to  be  given  ;  so  that  it  can  be  authenticated.  If 
some  of  these  happen  to  be  missing,  then  other  evidence 
of  a  legal  and  documentary  nature  is  quoted,  such  as 
wills,  etc. 
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This  pedigree  is  not  as  perfect  as  I  could  have  wished, 
but  I  think  it  is  fairly  correct  as  far  as  it  goes.  I  am  not 
quite  convinced  that  the  wife  of  Edward  Dewe,  of  IsUp, 
was  Mary  Perrott.  Her  Christian  name  was  Mary,  and 
she  married  secondly  William  Wright  of  Oxford,  by 
whom  she  had  a  daughter,  Jane  Wright,  who  married 
Ambrose  Upton,  son  of  Canon  Upton,  of  Christ  Church, 
Oxon.  Her  surname,  according  to  the  Rev.  Robert  Dewe, 
Rector  of  Geldeston,  Norfolk,  was  Cotton.    13694. 7*1 

But  her  arms,  as  impaled  on  her  husband's  monument 
in  Islip  Church,  do  not  correspond  with  any  known  coat 
of  Cotton,  nor  are  they  the  well-known  arms  of  Perrott 
of  Northleigh,  co.  Oxford,  a  junior  branch  of  the  great 
house  of  Perrott  of  Haroldstone,  co.  Pembroke.  They 
closely  resemble  the  coat  of  Ashurst  of  Waterstock,  also 
an  Oxfordshire  family,  which  made  me  think  at  first  that 
she  was  of  a  junior  branch  of  that  family. 

Then,  again,  I  should  have  liked  to  have  proved  to 
my  satisfaction  that  John  Haw^kins  was  really  descended 
from  the  great  Admiral,  Sir  John  Hawkins,  who,  from 
the  time  when  he  flourished,  might  probably  have  been 
his  great-grandfather. 

But  I  have  been  unable  to  find  who  even  John  Haw- 
kins' father  was. 

Admiral  Sir  John  Hawkins  was  born  at  Plymouth  in 
1532.  He  married  Katherine,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Gonson,  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  by  whom  he  had  an  only 
son,  Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  born  1561-62. 

And  there  my  present  information  ends.  Thomas 
Leaver's  paternal  ancestry  is  also  a  sealed  book  to  me. 
His  wife's  pedigree,  however,  and  connections  would 
argue  him  to  be  a  gentleman.  The  v^^ord  "  apothecary  " 
at  that  time  meant  doctor,  though  at  the  present  day  we 
associate  the  term  with  a  chemist's  shop. 

Of  course  the  reader  will   say   that  the   medical  j^ro- 

c — 2 
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fession  is  not  a  very  aristocratic  one ;  but  as  a  pedigree- 
hunter  (an  Englishman  must  hunt  something)  I  can  assure 
the  reader  that  many  gentlemen  of  ancient  family  have 
alw^ays  been  among  its  members.  The  descendants  of 
Frances  Grosvenor's  uncle,  Robert  Grosvenor,  have  been 
quite  a  family  of  doctors  for  three  generations. 

Again,  our  ancestor,  Nathaniel  Taunton,  was  a  doctor, 
yet  he  married  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheiresses  of  an 
old  Cornish  county  family.  To  my  mind  all  professions 
are  equally  honourable. 

We  now  come  to  the  family  of  the  Rev.  Frederick 
Taunton's  first  wife,  Anne  RoUo  Garnett.  As  her  father, 
the  Rev.  William  Garnett,  married  the  daughter  of  a 
West  Indian  planter,  it  manifestly  becomes  a  matter  of 
the  most  stupendous  importance  to  prove  that  no  "  black 
blood  "  has  thereby  become  imported  into  the  family.  The 
Barbadians  are  freer  from  black  blood  than  the  other  West 
Indian  Islanders,  owing  to  the  salubrity  of  the  climate, 
probably. 

I  have  in  my  possession  letters  written  by  Sir  John 
Thomas,  of  Barbados,  to  Mrs.  Jackson  (afterwards  Mrs. 
Robinson),  in  which  he  signs  himself  her  affectionate 
cousin.      He  was  her  trustee  also. 

Circumstances  have  prevented  my  giving  as  much 
attention  to  the  Leaver  and  Thomas  pedigrees  as  I  should 
have  liked. 


Rev.  Edward  Willoughby  Taunton. 


Pedigree  of  Garnett 
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The  Rev.  William  Garnett,  after  being  ordained  in 
England,  went  out  as  private  secretary  to  the  Governor  of 
Barbados,  w^ho  presented  him  with  the  living  of  Bridge- 
town, which  he  held  for  fully  fifty  years.  The  entire 
island  of  Barbados  was  under  his  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction, 
and  except  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  he  had  not 
even  a  bishop  over  him.  His  successors  are  now  called 
"  Deans  of  Barbados."  He  resigned  owing  to  failing 
eyesight,  and  died  at  St.  Helier,  Jersey,  in  1844.  His 
wife's  father,  James  Elder,  was  originally  named 
McKenzie,  but  took  the  name  of  Elder  "  because  he  was 
elder  of  a  clan,"  as  his  granddaughters  used  to  say;  a 
quaint  notion,  at  which  I  expect  the  Lion  King  of  Arms 
would  smile.  So  if  the  great  clan  of  Mackenzie  have 
for  the  past  hundred  and  twenty  years  or  so  been  bewail- 
ing the  loss  of  their  beloved  chieftain,  they  will  now,  on 
reading  this  little  history,  ascertain  what  became  of  him, 
and  feel  proud  that  his  end  was  in  keeping  with  his 
exalted  position,  since  he  suddenly  disappeared,  and  was 
commonly  supposed  to  have  been  swallowed  up  in  an 
earthquake. 

Of  the  Rev.  William  Garnett's  seven  children,  only 
two  had  issue — his  eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Mcintosh,  and 
his  youngest,  Mrs.  Taunton  ;  and  they  had  one  son  each. 
Should  William  Garnett  Mcintosh  die  without  issue, 
which  appears  likely,  then  William  Garnett  Taunton  and 
his  children  will  remain  his  only  representatives. 

Kirkby  Ravensworth,  where  the  Garnetts  were  settled 
for  some  generations,  is  a  village  near  Richmond  in  York- 
shire. The  Garnetts  of  Egglescliffe  were  a  county  family 
in  the  immediate  vicinity,  the  last  of  whom  was  a  Captain 
John  Garnett,  who  fought  for  King  Charles,  and  was 
nominated  to  be  a  Knight  of  the  Royal  Oak.  He  sold 
Egglescliffe  on  the  death  of  his  only  child,  a  daughter. 

No  connection  between  the  two  families  can,  however, 
be  established.     Consequently,  the  arms  of  the  Egglescliffe 
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family  (azure,  three  griffins'  heads  erased,  or),  which  were 
assumed  by  the  Rev.  WilHam  Garnett,  did  not  lawfully 
appertain  to  him.  These  arms,  quartered  with  a  lion 
rampant  within  a  bordure  engrailed,  which  looks  like  the 
coat  of  Grey  or  Talbot,  and  generally  considered  to  be  the 
former,  were  engraved  on  the  seal  of  the  Rev.  William 
Garnett,  which  is  in  my  possession.  Had  these  arms  been 
genuine,  they  might  have  figured  among  the  Taunton 
quarterings. 

There  were  two  families  of  Thomas  in  the  West 
Indies — the  Freeman  Thomases  and  the  Lynch  Thomases ; 
but  whether  they  were  of  a  common  origin  or  not  I 
cannot  tell. 

Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  who  was  Governor  of  Jamaica  in 
1684,  had  a  sister,  Judith  Lynch,  who  married  Robert 
Freeman  at  St.  Martin's-in-the-Fields,  London,  in  1670. 
So  here  we  have  the  two  names  of  Lynch  and  Freeman 
connected.  If,  therefore,  the  Thomases  are  descended  from 
this  marriage,  it  seems  likely  that  the  Freeman  Thomases 
and  Lynch  Thomases  are  consanguineous. 

Against  this  theory,  however,  is  the  fact  that  there 
must  have  been  Irish  Lynches  in  Barbados,  since  the 
name  Dominick  Lynch,  of  Barbados,  occurs  in  '*  Alumni 
Oxonienses,"  Dominick  being  a  name  in  the  Irish  family 
of  that  name,  which  is  quite  separate  from  the  Lynches 
of  Kent,  of  which  family  Sir  Thomas  came. 

I  like  to  introduce  the  reader  to  the  guesses  and 
*'  theories  "  of  a  vague  pedigree,  as  here  I  am  sure  of  his 
sympathy,  using  the  word  sure  as  a  contraction  of  secure^ 
which,  from  its  Latin  derivation,  should  mean  blindly 
confident. 

I  hope  one  of  these  days  to  clear  up  all  this  fog,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Heralds'  College,  and  then  this  little 
work  will  go  into  a  second  edition. 

The  reader  now  will  naturally  ask  why  I  talk  so  much 
about  the  Heralds'  College.      It  is  because   the   Heralds' 
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College  is  a  Government  office  ;  because  a  Heralds' 
College  pedigree  is  evidence  of  descent  in  every  court  of 
law  in  the  kingdom  that  is  quite  indisputable  ;  because  it  is 
quite  impossible  for  a  false  pedigree  to  pass  the  College, 
the  safeguards  being  too  numerous ;  because  the  Officers  of 
Arms  are  obliged  to  be  gentlemen  of  coat-armour  before 
they  can  be  admitted  to  their  office;  and  because  they 
take  a  solemn  oath,  before  being  anointed  to  their  office, 
that  they  v^ill  never  falsify  a  pedigree. 

Then,  the  reader  v^^ill  naturally  ask,  w^hy  do  genealo- 
gists regard  Sir  Bernard  Burke's  v^orks  as  unreliable  ? 

Simply  because  Sir  Bernard  Burke  was  two  persons. 
When  seated  in  his  office,  hedged  in  by  precedent  and 
working  by  routine,  he  could  do  no  wrong.  The  pedi- 
grees he  passed  were  not  passed  by  him  alone.  They 
were  narrowly  scrutinized  by  eight  or  nine  independent 
officials,  whilst  they  slowly  went  through  two  or  three 
various  stages  that  occupied  several  months. 

But,  as  a  private  author,  Sir  Bernard  Burke  was  a 
very  different  individual.  In  this  latter  capacity  he  had 
the  choice  of  two  alternatives — either  to  put  in  his  books 
any  nonsense  about  their  families  that  people  hked  to 
tell  him,  or  else  to  politely  tell  them  to  go  to  the  devil, 
thereby  making  life-enemies  to  backbite  and  abuse  him. 

It  is  not  every  genealogist  that  has  the  courage  of 
his  opinions.  So,  if  Sir  Bernard  Burke  sometimes  took 
the  easier  path,  he  must  not  be  blamed  too  harshly. 

A  Heralds'  College  can  afford  to  tell  people  that  their 
false  pedigrees  are  bosh ;  a  private  author  cannot.  That 
is  why  private  authors,  however  well  up  in  their  subject, 
cannot  as  a  rule  be  relied  on  as  genealogists. 

That  is  why  the  Heralds'  College  is  run  down  and 
laughed  at.  The  people  who  ridicule  it  are  the  people 
who  have  failed  in  getting  their  pedigrees  passed  by  the 
officials.     So  they  take  a  mean  revenge. 
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GRANT    OF    ARMS    TO    THE    REV.    FREDERICK 
TAUNTON,   M.A., 

Vicar   of   Kingswood,   Co.   Surrey,    1886. 

"  To  All  and  Singular  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come. 
Sir  Albert  William  Woods,  Knight,  Garter,  Principal 
King  of  Arms,  and  Walter  Aston  Blount,  Esquire, 
Clarencieux  King  of  Arms  of  the  South,  East,  and  West 
Parts  of  England,  from  the  River  Trent  Southwards,  send 
greeting.  Whereas  Frederick  Taunton,  of  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge,  Clerk,  Master  of  Arts,  Vicar  of 
Kingswood,  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  hath  represented 
unto  the  Most  Noble  Henry,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Earl 
Marshal  and  Hereditary  Marshal  of  England,  that  he  is 
informed  upon  an  examination  of  the  Records  of  the 
College  of  Arms  that  the  Armorial  Bearings  hitherto 
used  by  his  Family  have  not  been  duly  recorded  to  them, 
and  being  unwilling  to  continue  the  use  thereof  without 
lawful  authority,  he  therefore  requested  the  favour  of  His 
Grace's  Authority  for  the  granting  and  confirming  the 
same,  with  such  distinctions  as  may  be  necessary  to  be 
borne  by  him  and  his  descendants  and  by  the  other 
descendants  of  his  Father,  Thomas  Henry  Taunton,  late 
of  Grandpont  House,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Aldate's  in  the 
City  and  County  of  Oxford,  Esquire,  Clerk  of  the  Peace 
for  the  said  County,  deceased,  according  to  the  Laws  of 
Arms.  And  forasmuch  as  the  said  Earl  Marshal  did  by 
Warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  bearing  date  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  December  last,  authorise  and  direct  Us  to 
grant  and  confirm  such  Armorial  Ensigns  accordingly. 
Know  ye,  therefore,  that  the  said  Garter  and  Clarencieux, 
in  pursuance  of  His  Grace's  Warrant  and  by  virtue  of  the 
Letters  Patent  of  our  Several  Offices  to  each  of  Us 
respectively  granted  by  these   Presents,  grant  and  confirm 
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unto  the  said  Frederick  Taunton  the  arms  following,  that 
is  to  say,  Or^  on  a  Cheveron  Cottised  Guies  between  three 
Cornish  Choughs  proper  Jive  Lozenges  of  the  Firsts  and  for 
the  Crest,  On  a  Wreath  of  the  Colours  Jive  Lozenges 
conjoined  fessewise  Or^  thereon  a  Cornish  Chough  proper^  as 
the  same  are  in  the  Margin  hereof  more  plainly  depicted 
to  be  borne  and  used  for  ever  hereafter  by  him,  the 
said  Frederick  Taunton  and  his  descendants,  and  by  the 
other  descendants  of  his  Father,  the  said  Thomas  Henry 
Taunton,  deceased,  with  due  and  proper  differences 
according  to  the  Laws  of  Arms.  In  Witness  whereof 
We  the  said  Garter  and  Clarencieux  Kings  of  Arms  have 
to  these  Presents  subscribed  our  names  and  affixed  the 
seals  of  Our  Several  Offices  this  fifth  day  of  February  in 
the  Forty-ninth  year  of  the  Reign  of  Our  Sovereign  Lady 
Victoria  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
etc.,  and  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-six. 

"  Albert  W.  Woods, 

*'  Garter." 

"  Walter  Aston  Blount, 

*'  Clarencieux." 


ARMS  AND  QUARTERINGS  OF  TAUNTON  OF 
OXFORD, 

As  Borne  by  the  Descendants  of  Thomas  Henry  Taunton,  of 
Grandpont  House,  Oxford,  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  Oxford- 
shire, AND  AS  DULY  RECORDED  TO  THEM  IN  THE  COLLEGE  OF  ArMS. 

1.  Or,  on  a  chevron  cottised  gu.  between  three  Cornish  Choughs  proper 

five  lozenges  of  the  field  (Taunton — new  grant). 

2.  Arg.,  on  a  chief  sa.,  three  Moors'  heads  couped  or  banded  about  the 

temples  gu.  (Tanner  of  Carvynick). 

3.  Arg.,  a  chevron  between  three  escallop  shells  sable  (Tregarthian  of 

Tregarthian). 

4.  Az.,  a  lion  rampant  or  within  an  orle  of  escallop  shells  of  the  second 

(Hender). 
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5.  Arg.,  a  lion  rampant  gu.  within  a  bordure  engrailed  sa.  bezantee 

(Cornewall). 

6.  Arg.,  on  a  bend  sa.  five  bezants  (Chamberlayne). 

7.  Arg.,  on  a  chevron  gu.  three  fleurs-de-lys  or  (Pever). 

8.  Az.,  a  garb  or  between  three  bezants  (Grosvenor  of  Drayton), 
g.  Az.,  a  garb  or  (Grosvenor  of  Eton). 

10.  Az.,  a  bend  or  (Grosvenor  of  Hulme,  being  the  coat  of  the  Scrope- 

Grosvenor  controversy,  temp.  Richard  II.). 

11.  Arg.,  two  chevronels  gu.,  on  a  canton  of  the  second  a  cross- crosslet 

fitchee  or  (Mobberley  of  Mobberley). 

12.  Az.,  a  stag  lodged  arg.  (Downes). 

13.  Sable,  a  cross  patonce  arg.  (Pulford  of  Pulford). 

14.  Az.,  three  pheasants  or  (Fesant). 

15.  Arg.,  a  cross  formee  flory  sa.  on  a  canton  gu.  a  wolfs  head  erased  of 

the  field  (Peshall  of  Chetwynd). 

16.  Arg.,  a  cross  formee  flory  sa.  charged  with  an  escutcheon   of  the 

second  (Peshall  ancient  or  Swinarton). 

17.  Vert,  two  lions  passant  or  (Knighton). 

18.  Az.,  fretty  arg.  a  fesse  gules  (Caverswell  of  Caverswell). 

19.  Az.,  a  chevron  between  three  mullets  or  (Chetwynd  of  Chetwynd). 

20.  Gu.,  three  pheons  arg.  (Malpas  of  Checkley). 

21.  Gu.,  a  scythe  within  a  bordure  arg.  (Praers). 

22.  Arg.,  a  blackamoor's  head  couped  sa.  (Blackenhall  of  Blackenhall). 

23.  Gu.,  two  scythes  crossed  saltirewise  arg.  (Praers). 

24.  Gu.,  two  lions  combattant  arg.  (Winstanton). 

These  arms  and  quarterings  of  right  appertain  unto 
the  Rev.  Frederick  Taunton,  Vicar  of  Kingswood,  co. 
Surrey,  and  to  his  descendants  ;  also  to  the  four  daughters 
and  coheiresses  of  his  late  brother,  Edwin  Taunton,  and 
to  their  descendants. 

A  life  use  of  the  coat,  not  descendible  to  descendants, 
however,  is  shared  by  Mrs.  Eugene  Collins  and  Mrs. 
Oliver,  sisters  to  the  Grantee. 

The  descendants  of  the  Judge  continue  to  bear  the 
old  coat  of  the  family,  which,  though  not  genuine,  is 
attributed  to  the  family  by  Sir  Bernard  Burke,  Polwhele, 
and  others. 

Like  most  other  pedigrees,  the  Tanner  descent  goes 
further  back  in  County  Histories  than  in  the  Heralds' 
College  books,  and  they  lay  claim  to  more  quarterings 
than  the  Heralds'  College  allows. 


Medal  struck  in  Commemoration  of  New  Grant  of  Arms. 
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PEDIGREE   OF   ELEANOR  JULIANA   DE   SALIS, 

Wife  of  W.  G.  Taunton. 
Rev.  Thomas  Bennett, = Mary ,  daughter  of Large, 


D.D.,  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge ;  Canon  of  Westminster ; 
Vicar  of  High  Easter,  co.  Essex ; 
died  1816  ;  buried  at  Highgate. 


Rev.  Thomas  Bennett,: 
M.A.,  Canon  of  Canterbury;  Vicar 
of  Stone,  CO.  Kent,  and  of  Heme 
Bay  ;  died  1824,  aged  fifty-eight. 


Colonel  Francis  Levett  Bennett, 
5gth  Regiment ;  baptized  at  Canter- 
bury Cathedral. 


Charlotte  Juliana  Bennett,: 
only  child  and  heiress ;  baptized  at 
Vuissonbole,  Bengal,  India,  August 
27,  1843  ;  married  at  Aldershot 
Church,  February  18,  1865. 


Eleanor  Juliana  de  Salis,: 
born  at  Mhow,  India,  February  20, 
1867;  eldest  daughter. 


of  CO.  Cambs. 


^Charlotte  Juliana,  daughter  of 
Francis  Julian  Levett,  of  Julian- 
town,  Georgia,  U.S.A. 


Eleanor,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Mark  Sheridan  ;  married  at  Um- 
bala,  India. 


=Major  William  Henry  de  Salis, 
95th  Regiment  ;  baptized  at 
Maidstone,  Kent,  March  26, 
1 841  ;  died  in  Jersey  May  27, 
1884  ;  buried  in  Almorah  Ceme- 
tery. 

: William  Garnett  Taunton,  married 
at  the  Deanery,  Jersey,  May  20, 
1891. 


46 


o 

H 

"^ 

w 

CO 

o 


> 

p^ 

w 
DC 
H 

to 
O 

Q 
u 

CD 

W 
Q 


The   Taunto72s  of  Oxford 


^'?- 


o  ^ 


C     TO  ^O     (U 

r-(      U      M     -U 
"5      M      P      2 

O    C  UD    , 

t5-2  "I  2 


^  Si) 


G  O  fl  § 
O  Vh  O  p. 
^    oJ    >    m 

H    „  6  ^  ^ 
'a,  o  d  "f^  "^ 

0)    W    <u  +j 


O    <U    G    N    '^    (-. 
be  O  ^    >    (D 


'^^P« 


<u 


3 


~'d^ 


<u  -r:  2i  '-'  ^-1  "  -rj 


iTiB 


+J  ,   1     ID    *^     (U 

rt    >.^    03 

,rJO     ij     03  'O 


o    <^  " 


z^ 


fl    O 

>  s 

o  o 

o,  o3 


_g  0)    <U    Ch 

:S  8  1  be  2  "S. 
N  B55tJ  ^ 


W 


03  P^    O    03    <N 


Ox) 
13    oj 


£0 
-IS- 

o 


a5  ^^  §^  M 

OS  03  o  a-r;  ^  « 


°    ^    rf  ^      •    <N  c3 

^  i  S  -  8  CD -5"?°^ 

K^  J  _  W    _r  I-!   b   <L)  r-^ 


^  a^ 


^co  ;3 


03 


<U    3    tn  H^    <U 

f^    &      -^  fin  ^j 

"-1-1  "^    O    0)    " 

~  _  4j   en  tS 


g  s 

Q-d 

O    03'^ 


^^  8 
o  o  «J 


p:i^^ 


Descendants  of  Rev.   Joseph   Taunton  47 


„"  C    rt   d    ^     . 

.  c  fH  p;  N  ^  fa  r^ 


T3  nd  in  CI   »-c   oj 

O   G   rt  S  2^ 

•"-^OjO  03  '-'    O 

-  ri  „  _  . 

,.ai    o  rt  nJ 


nd 


' — >r      ^  ™  u_;   ™   K   t^ 


S  2 


£t3-^<:  c«  c  oj 


d) 


D. 


20 


rt  ^  -ft  X3 

.    M_i   n   or; 
be  c/] 

3     QJ 


^(jco 


1=  -^ 


go 


(/)Q 


O   oJ   o  '-^ 

O  '^-^-.    <U  ^ 
<J    ^    ^-^    ^ 

o  rt  ^  M  <q 


o 


ro. 


■tJ  -I-.    M    <D    03 


5    O    t/5  -^    <U 


^co 


^  o  -a  O  T3  ^;r:  s 
rt  a  c  -  ^  -2-^ 
H  ^  rt  ^.^  rt  !i 


rCl    H    '-'       O       OJ    <       > 


03  -^        i-^  ^    fa    O   t^:t^    ^    •  -  n  -y  5^    -^ 


o3 


jdU 


f^^^ 


03    13 


2a  0°^.^^^     §;t.'^^ 


CO 


IOh 


ex, 
"go 


tuo 


05 


H    C 


'    O 

^   oi^   fe^   c/T"^ 
.  T3  1i    >-    03 


>:;<U':2-^o-'^J=;°^    •l2ofa'^xi^ 


I      ^  o3  JH    i> 


,^  a  «o 
■•|o^^' 

(Si  ^  ^-^ 


-  -Ti   03   r^ 
,    o!   (u   " 

I  It?"  I 

^oc^os^'a^ 


^  .'^  ^  rC  c/T  i;^ 

S.a  ^  vh  fciis 

br;:^    03  ^    ^    "^ 

c/^^5  go  - 


i^a,^ 


O  <" 


2; 


vo  G  °  o 

".a  g-H 

<i-l"^  8 


o  m  CO  o3   ^  ^T" 
„    ^   u   <u   Q   § 

(N  "-i^    a    a    rO_0 


3  j:2 

^ 

T3 

c') 

oi 

C/) 

03 

0 

13 

03 

K 

,p 

1 
■|^ 

1 

0 

G 

03 

X 
0 

6 

Si 

CO 

oo 

^ 

^ 

0 

00 

(U 

)_< 

Ph 

Ih 

a) 

0!  -Q 

03 

0 

0 

H 

a 

0 

II 
1 

(2 

-d 

g" 

1-1 
0 

'0 

a 

13 
^0 

C/5 

< 

Ir^ 

-A 

.5 

'T3 

n 

> 

g 

'H 
^ 

0 
0 

a 
.5 

-d 

01 

G 

00 
00 

a 

03 

0 

Q 

^ 

I 

. 

c? 

?n 

13 
G 

T| 

C/) 

>-. 

a; 

08 

1. 

0 

t^ 

^ 

U 

48 


The  Tauntons  of  Oxford 


-«  gS 


S-^&'S'l^bv, 


03  -M    O    nJ    «    Q^r-, 


S  .^  i3  do  g  §  oT^ 


-^      M 


«    3    <U  00 


p^hS 


^  lli   <U   O 
d  o  N  oj 

o  :^        ^ 

iz;  ^  .^s 


<  o  c^  ..  13  :;^  -r;      .^ 


O    OJ    CD 


Td  "s  rt 


d  ii  a)  g  g    "  t< 
O  rt>  rt  o    .CO 


TO     ^     t^        _ 


15n<^^ 


M 


g    fcl    O    ^  -tl  ^    i3 


2  a 

)  bjo; 


1111131 


tuO 


iaol^'2is<5l>. 


M    J^ 


D> 


o  ii  c 
fe  go 

"tJ    03    (D    g 

O  ^    1-,  ^ 
rH    (U    <1J    o3 

cp^04m 


pqoo 


t!-.    CI      OJ 

§nd6 
I — ,  <u 

C/5.N    .^ 

o  -M  pr 
nd   Oi  H 

oJ  o3  00 
X2Xi    M 


o';;2'Q  oco 

^^  Ctrl  ^  I  d^ 


a3         .       o 

03        Td    w    <u 

H-,  3      <U      > 

-   '     d  o  w 

o3    j^-t-;   rl    O 
-fx,  ^  ^  f^    OJ 

_^H  _,  "^  el  ,i3 
•tl  ;j:1  J2  :73  bJD 

'^  M     fO  tJ-  >0 


=3   C 


-Td     ., 


1 1 26 


'3  >  ■^  ^^  r^  o  ^ 
o  o  c«§  ^  J^ffi  M 


>  id 

<o  o 

H 


g  rt  ^  ;;;<  "o    g  -^ 


■g  c  CO  3  g 

Sffi,.-sa 


^  ^  O  ^  W  cJ 


rt'S 

c.a 

o  & 

^    03 

^ 

C    •"    , 

-2p^   -  ~ 

Hg|g 

|5g| 

si^    -  5? 

Hug 
ofWi 
Jersey 
s,  Jers 

W    (D    Ol 

fe^§ 

§     .C/D 

>.aDl3 

2^  c^ 

g    '^    CT> 

j-g     M 

CI    -r=) 

Oj     >^   1-1 

9n      ^ 

o  o  s^ 

-s  c^>; 

Tau 

Tau 

elier, 

Jerse 

enor 
nett 
t.  H 
k's, 

rosv 
Gar 
atS 
Mar 

Raufe  G 

William 
lis,  born 
sd  at  St. 

^^-^ 

o  a 

c-o  tS 

o  Z,-^ 

id  •■^ 

Ider 
ulia 
892 

Descendants  of  the  Rev,  Joseph  Taunton  49 


•u      (-!  (-1  h  irt^^  M  d  cTi  y 


^pMOpqK      t: 


^^  [^  SHu^^^gi 


c-§  rt  B*^ 


H  S 


_  q 

o  43 


•  -      •     V-i  CO  ^ 

000  +.^    (N.2    «5 


0)    "O 


^^^ 


be  c^ 


'U     r/1     cn     r^     "J 


3    CS  CO    ;3  1-1  _rt 

t:  <  -^  i?  S  y  ^- 


Oh 


HI  ?  J? 


0.0 


..i^p:; 


3^ 


^  ^W     IT) 


o  S^2  5 


<  ^ 


13 


o 

O    rt 

00  •kT' 


g   a!   (U  CO  -^ 
'^  >  ^CO  r^  w 

cotz;  co^^  XI 


^  .J  8 

<u  g    .  i^  -^ 


l«^J 


u.  g  oJ  U  bjo  ^.U 
g  o  u  c  vJ  i^^ 
c  Q  o  2       o  ^ 

O     „  -^    be  5i  ' — 'CO 

"S-Hoo^-^-.g 


-5  rf  fe 

CAI     .  G 

^--^   2 
tf)  (U  ra 

b£)^ 
<  gc/) 


gW^ 


g    00   HH 


G  Ti  rG  a  S"  <u 

*^    rt    ^-    j_j    en 
u<    w    O  Oi  bnTd 


-s 

g 

XI 

u 

G 

f^ 

^ 

00 

(-1. 

H 

0 

m'PQ 


t2^ 
S(3 


L^  CO    frt    s^      -  H    c 


!  O '^  o 


.."^ 


3   Q 


■g     . 


0)        'O 


.2   G   rt   b 


§  T  rt  M  OS  4.;  v'^  -^hx!  <n 


6  ^an 


G     ^ 

n4 

§   fe 

iQS« 

!^  g 

^rJ^N 

t^  <u 

2--C  ■- 

eoffre 
n  Dec 

;  8,  G 

berley 

16,  K 

Praers 

0, 

ever 
,  Mo 
-ton; 
20, 

CJ   2  ^  nl   d 
■  -  2  ■  -O  '- 


rt 


ici 


^^. 


<u  "3  %    r  ••  i 

^  rt  c  Q-  a, 

i-  C  ^  c  (u  :- 
^2  o  .  3  ^  S) 

o  '^  L.  "'CM 


>o 


1^ 

V.-n  ■• 


?-> 


"O 


5  5^  ;s  SH 

•^  ,"•   4)    S    §      - 

^  ^  c  E  S  • - 


^  o  °  3 


^■5  8§uH 


50  The   Tauntons  of  Oxford 

THE   DESCENT   OF   THE  TAUNTONS  OF    OXFORD 

From  King  Edward  I.  through  Juliana  Tanner. 

Edward  I.,==Eleanor    of    Castile,   died   Novem- 
King  of  England.       j      ber  27,  1290. 


Elizabeth  Plantagenet,=Humphrey  de  Bohun,  Earl  of  Here- 
died  May  5,  1316.  ford,  fell  at  Boroughbridge,  1321. 


Margaret  de  Bohun,^Hugh  de  Courtenay,  K.G.,  second 


married  August  11,  1325. 


Earl  of  Devon. 


Edward  Courtenay, =Emmeline,   daughter    and    heir    of 


of  Godlington. 


Sir  John  Dawnay. 


Sir  Hugh  Courtenay, =Philippa,  daughter  of  Sir  Warren 


of  Haccombe  and  Boconnock, 
born  1359. 


Archdekne ;  second  wife. 


Joan  Courtenay,==:Nicholas,  Baron  Carew ;  first  hus- 
born  1411.  I      band. 


Thomas,  Lord  Carew,  ==  Joan,    daughter    and    coheiress    of 
of  Mohun's  Ottery.  I      Thomas  Carminow. 


Jane  Carew  ==John  Tremayne,  of  Collacombe ; 
j      living  1448. 


John  Tremayne,  Richard  Tremayne,= ,  daughter  of  OHver 

of  Collacombe.  of  St.  Ewe.  |      Wise,  of  Greston. 


Sampson  Tremayne,  ==  (i)  Oliver  Tremayne. 

fifth  son  ;  bought  Helligan  temp. 
Ehzabeth.  

Jane  Tremayne, =George   Willoughby,  of 


baptized   at  St.  Ewe   October    12, 
15^7- 


St.  Enoder. 
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Anne  Willoughby, 
daughter  and  coheiress. 


Dorothy  Arundell, 
daughter  and  heiress. 


Anthony  Tanner,== 
of  Carvynick,  in  St,  Enoder. 


:Zacchary  Arundell,  of  Carvynick. 


Anthony   Tanner,   of  Brannell, 
CO.  Cornwall. 


:Grace,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Carthew,  of  Cannaliggy,  co. 
Cornwall. 


Juliana  Tanner,  == 
daughter  and  coheir.  j 

Rev.  Elias  Taunton,: 
P.,  Rector  of  Sowton,  co.  Devon ; 
icar  of  Bampton,  co.  Oxford,  and 
of  Morwenstowe,  co.  Cornwall. 


\ 


Nathaniel    Taunton,    M.D.,    of 
Liskeard,  co.  Cornwall. 

Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  Leaver, 
a  surgeon  of  Oxford. 


Knt. 


Sir  William  Ehas  Taunton, 
Town  Clerk  of  Oxford. 


^Frances,   daughter   and    heiress   of 
Stephen  Grosvenor,  of  Oxford. 


(3)  The  Rev.  George 

Taunton,  B.D., 

Rector  of  Stratford 

Tony,  CO.  Wilts. 


(2)  Thomas  Henry: 
Taunton,  Clerk 
of  the  Peace  for 
Oxfordshire  ; 
died  1830. 


Jane,  dau. 
of  Stephen 
Davis. 


I 

(i)  Sir  William 

Elias  Taunton, 

Judge  of  King's 

Bench ;  died 

1835. 


Flora  Charlotte,: 
daughter  of  Com- 
missary-General 
Wild ;  second  wife. 


Rev.  Frederick  Taunton, = Anne  RoUo,  daughter  of 


Vicar    of    Kingswood, 
CO.    Surrey.       Arms 
granted  1886. 


Rev.  William  Garnett, 
Rector  of  Bridgetown, 
Barbados ;  first  wife. 


(2)  Edward  Wil- 
loughby 
Taunton,  B.A., 
Worcester  College, 

Oxford ;  Naval 

Chaplain ;  born  at 

Merton  Rectory, 

Norfolk,  April  7, 

1874. 


(i)  Ethel  Flora 
Jane. 

(2)  Alice  Mary. 

(3)  Mabel  Ger- 
trude. 

(4)  Lilian 
Frances. 

(5)  Agatha 
Grosvenor. 


(i)  William  Garnett==Eleanor  Juli- 
~  '    '       ana,  dau.  of 

Major  W. 
H.  de  Salis, 
95th  Regt. 


Taunton,    married 
at    the    Deanery, 
Jersey,    May    20, 
i8qi. 


(i)  Raufe  Grosvenor  Taunton. 
(2)  Hugh  Lupus  Taunton. 


Anecdotes  of  Various  Members  of  the 
Family,   Notes,  etc. 


UDGE  TAUNTON  died  quite  suddenly  at 
his  residence  in  Russell  Square,  London, 
in  the  year  1835.  His  medical  man. 
Dr.  Salmon,  gave  evidence  at  the  inquest 
that  the  bloodvessels  both  of  the  head  and 
the  heart  shov^ed  signs  of  ossification. 
Nevertheless,  the  intelligent  jury  gave  a 
verdict  of  "  death  by  the  visitation  of  God." 

I  presume  this  was  the  best  insult  the  jury  could 
think  of,  to  make  out  that  the  earthly  judge  had  been 
judged  and  suddenly  executed  by  the  Judge  of  all. 

It  is  recorded  of  Judge  Taunton  that  once  when  a  case 
came  before  him  the  counsel  for  one  of  the  litigants  asked 
that  an  order  should  be  enlarged.  After  considering  for  a 
moment  he  gave  permission  for  the  order  to  be  enlarged, 
whereupon  the  counsel  employed  on  the  other  side  waxed 
indignant,  declaring  that  in  all  his  experience  he  had  never 
heard  of  such  an  extraordinary  proceeding.  "  I  have  great 
pleasure,"  said  Judge  Taunton,  "in  enlarging  the  order  and 
the  learned  counsel's  experience  at  the  same  time." 

The  Christian  names  of  William  Elias  in  conjunction 
with  each  other  seem  to  have  been  done  to  death  in  the 
Taunton  family.  In  the  pedigree  I  count  no  less  than 
seven  members  of  the  family  thus  named. 
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The  Rev.  Frederick  Taunton,  Vicar  of  Kingswood, 
had  a  brother  of  this  name. 

This  particular  William  Elias  Taunton  was  of  Pem- 
broke College,  Oxford,  but  was  sent  down  in  consequence 
of  a  wager.  He  bet  that  he  would  kiss  the  first  woman 
he  met  in  the  street.  The  first-comer  happened  to  be  the 
Dean  of  Pembroke's  wife. 

Whilst  at  Pembroke  he  was  a  contemporary  of 
William  Corbet  le  Breton,  the  future  Dean  of  Jersey, 
and  father  of  Mrs.  Langtry.  Judge  Taunton  had  once 
at  the  Oxford  Assizes  sentenced  a  man  to  be  hanged  for 
rick-burning.  This  William  Elias,  being  a  nephew  of  the 
Judge,  had  no  difficulty  in  procuring  an  order  to  see  the 
execution.  Consequently,  he  burst  into  Le  Breton's  rooms, 
flourishing  the  order  in  his  hand.  The  two  undergrad- 
uates, in  cap  and  gown,  presented  themselves  at  the  gaol 
gates  and  showed  the  order.  "This  way,  gentlemen," 
said  the  warder — "  through  the  chapel  and  up  those  steps." 

Obeying  these  directions,  they  found  themselves  sud- 
denly on  the  very  scaffold  itself  beside  the  hangman  and 
his  victim.  The  Dean  of  Pembroke  happened  also  to  be 
a  spectator,  but  from  a  house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street.  The  more  he  frowned  at  them  the  more  sweetly 
they — the  two  undergraduates — smiled  back  at  him. 

They  subsequently  explained  to  him  that  their  presence 
on  the  fatal  platform  was  quite  the  result  of  an  accident. 

"  A  strange  accident !"  said  the  Dean,  "  slipping  up 
to  the  top  of  a  gaol,  and  on  to  the  scaffold — a  very  strange 
accident  indeed  !" 

From  these  two  anecdotes  he  would  appear  to  have 
enjoyed  his  college  days  in  the  good  old-fashioned  manner. 
He  subsequently  died  at  Perth  in  Western  Australia,  where 
he  v/as  a  magistrate. 

After  his  death  his  widow,  the  daughter  of  a  Colonel 
La  Tour,  went  to  reside  in  the  Marquesas  Islands,  where 
a  relative  of  hers  was  Governor. 
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Thomas  Henry  Taunton,  brother  of  the  Judge — whose 
descendants  only  are  included  in  the  limitation  of  the 
new  Grant  of  Arms  of  1886,  thus  forming  the  armigerous 
branch  of  the  family — was  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  Oxford- 
shire in  succession  to  his  father,  the  first  Sir  William 
Elias.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  solicitor  of  the  Archi- 
bald Carlisle  type,  so  ably  portrayed  in  "  East  Lynne." 
A  man  with  a  very  high  sense  of  honour,  he  was  beloved 
and  respected  by  the  whole  county.  He  never  in  his  life 
ever  sent  in  a  bill  to  a  client.  I  presume  he  thought  it 
contrary  to  the  etiquette  of  his  profession.  In  striking 
contrast  to  his  father,  who  was  a  little  man,  he  stood 
six  feet  three  inches  in  height. 

Sir  William  Elias,  the  Town  Clerk,  and  his  brother- 
in-law,  John  Grosvenor,  of  Oxford,  appear  among 
Dighton's  Oxford  caricatures,  a  whole  set  of  which, 
twenty-four  in  number,  are  to  be  seen  in  the  hall  of  the 
Clarendon  Hotel  in  Oxford.  These  caricatures  are  all  of 
well-known  Oxford  celebrities  of  the  time. 

They  have  built  a  new  Town  Hall  at  Oxford,  and  in 
one  of  the  windows  the  old  arms  of  the  family  have  been 
placed  in  remembrance  of  the  first  Sir  William  Elias 
Taunton,  the  Town  Clerk. 

These  arms  are  mentioned  by  Sir  Bernard  Burke  in 
his  "  General  Armory,"  in  his  "  County  Families," 
"  Landed  Gentry,"  and  "  Heraldic  Illustrations ";  also  in 
Polwhele's  *'  County  History  of  Cornwall  "  ;  but  they  are 
not  on  record  in  the  Heralds'  College.  Consequently 
they  are  not  genuine.  Hence  the  necessity  for  a  new 
grant. 

When  arms,  as  in  this  case,  are  mentioned  by  writers 
of  County  Histories  and  by  Sir  Bernard  Burke,  and  the 
identical  family  using  these  arms  is  exactly  specified,  it 
is  not  altogether  the  same  thing  as  a  man  of  no  family 
purloining  the  arms  of  another  family  of  similar  name. 
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Walton  House,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Giles,  Oxford, 
formerly  the  residence  of  Daniel  Taunton,  brother  of 
the  Judge,  has  been  converted  into  a  ladies'  college  in 
connection  with  the  University,  and  is  now  known  as 
Somerville  Hall.  The  first  Sir  William  Elias  Taunton, 
after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Frances  Grosvenor,  married 
secondly,  at  St.  Mary's,  Oxford,  Feb.  2,  1804,  Charlotte, 
only  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hawkins,  Chaplain  of 
Magdalen  College,  Oxford ;  but  by  her  had  no  issue. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Fox- 
Davies  for  the  plate  of  the  Taunton  quarterings,  which 
is  the  one  that  appears  in  his  great  work,  "  Armorial 
Families." 

The  first  Sir  William  Elias  Taunton  came  unexpectedly 
into  a  legacy  of  ^18,000  as  next  of  kin  to  Thomas  Pen- 
warne,  the  last  surviving  descendant  of  Anthony  Tanner, 
brother  to  Juliana  Tanner,  his  grandmother. 

It  was  not  until  this  Thomas  Penwarne  died  without 
issue  that  the  Tauntons  could  possibly  be  entitled  to 
quarter  the  Tanner  arms,  since  the  representation  of  that 
family  devolved  upon  Grace  Tanner,  Juliana's  niece,  who 
married  Penwarne. 

It  was  only  through  this  event  being  traced  in  the 
Records  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  that  the  Tauntons  were 
enabled  to  prove  their  right  to  the  Tanner  quarterings. 

Polwhele  in  his  large  chart  pedigree  of  the  families  of 
Haweis,  Kempe,  Tanner,  Taunton,  Tregarthian,  and 
Wolveden,  makes  Juliana  and  Grace  sisters,  whereas,  as  I 
have  said,  they  were  aunt  and  niece. 

When  the  niece's  descendants  died  out  then  her  aunts, 
of  whom  Juliana  was  one,  became  the  coheiresses  of  the 
Tanners  of  Carvynick  ;  and  the  Records  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  provided  the  documentary  evidence  necessary  to 
establish  this  fact  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  officers  of  the 
College  of  Arms. 


The  Grosvenor  Family 

S  it  is  through  the  Tanners  and  the 
Grosvenors  that  the  Tauntons  of  Oxford 
can  chiefly  lay  any  claim  to  aristocratic 
descent,  let  me  here  give  a  few  notes  of 
the  Grosvenor  family. 

Frances  Grosvenor,  the  wife  of  Sir 
William  Elias  Taunton,  was  herself  the 
grand-daughter  of  a  country  gentleman,  Robert  Grosvenor, 
of  Hungorsheath,  co.  Stafford.  This  Robert  Grosvenor, 
as  his  pedigree  and  arms  show  us,  was  the  head  of  a 
junior  branch  of  the  Duke  of  Westminster's  family.  He 
was  of  one  of  those  exceedingly  few  families  that  can  trace 
an  unbroken  male  descent  from  the  Norman  Conquest. 

The  family  of  Grosvenor,  therefore,  being  almost 
historic,  having  a  chapter  all  to  itself  in  that  well-known 
book  "The  Great  Governing  Families  of  England,"  it 
is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  at  length  into  its  history 
here. 

I  merely  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks  of  my  own 
that  seem  to  have  escaped  other  writers  on  genealogical 
matters. 

In  the  first  place,  Sir  Gilbert  le  Grosvenor,  who  is 
stated  to  have  come  over  with  William  of  Normandy  at 
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the  Conquest,  is  described  as  nephew  to  Hugh  Lupus, 
Earl  of  Chester  ;  but  Hugh  Lupus  was  himself  nephew 
to  King  William.  Now,  William  could  not  have  been 
very  old  when  he  overthrew  Harold  at  Hastings.  It 
seems,  therefore,  rather  improbable  that  Sir  Gilbert 
le  Grosvenor,  who  was  his  nephew's  nephew,  could 
actually  have  fought  with  him  at  Hastings,  especially 
when  William  lived  to  reign  for  twenty-one  years  after, 
and  was  not  very  old  when  he  died. 

The  name  Grosvenor  does  not  occur  in  any  of  the 
versions  of  the  Roll  of  Battle  Abbey.  Not  that  any  of 
these  versions  of  this  celebrated  Roll  are  considered 
authentic  by  modern  critics,  who  say  that  many  names 
were  subsequently  added  by  the  monks  to  please  am- 
bitious parvenues.  The  name  Venour  is  on  the  Roll, 
however,  and  it  is  just  possible  that  this  Venour  was  the 
Grosvenor  of  our  quest.  The  addition  of  Gros  would 
then  be  subsequent  to  his  fattening  on  the  spoils  of  the 
Saxon,  and  cultivating  a  corporation.  "  Venour  "  means 
hunter,  and  "  Gros  "  means  fat.  Gilbert's  uncle,  Hugh 
Lupus,  was,  we  know,  a  fat  man.  In  fact,  he  was  nick- 
named Hugh  the  Fat.  The  Grosvenors  of  that  period 
probably  inherited  obesity  from  their  relative,  Hugh 
Lupus,  therefore,  and  the  fable  that  they  were  called 
Grosvenor  on  account  of  their  office  of  "  Great 
Huntsman"  to  the  Dukes  of  Normandy  is  not  to  be 
relied  on. 

We  are  further  told  by  the  old  family  historians  that 
when  Sir  Robert  Grosvenor  lost  the  day  in  that  ever- 
memorable  controversy  with  Sir  Richard  le  Scrope,  Baron 
of  Bolton,  concerning  the  coat  of  arms — Azure^  a  bend  or 
— borne  by  both  families.  Sir  Robert  Grosvenor  took  for 
his  arms  one  of  the  garbs  of  his  kinsman,  the  Earl  of 
Chester. 

It  did  not  seem  to  occur  to  these  worthies  that  the 
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Earl  of  Chester,  who  was  their  ancestor's  uncle,  never 
bore  the  garbs  in  his  arms,  but  a  wolf's  head. 

It  is  true  that  one  or  two  subsequent  Earls  of  Chester 
bore  garbs,  but  these  Earls  were  far  too  distantly  connected 
with  the  Grosvenors  to  render  it  likely  that  the  latter 
would  borrow  their  new  arms  from  this  source. 

It  is  curious  that  there  should  have  been  in  this  same 
county  of  Chester  a  family  of  almost  identical  name  also 
bearing  a  garb  in  their  arms,  though  their  garb  was 
surrounded  by  three  bezants. 

The  name  of  this  family  was  Grasvenor  or  Gravenor, 
and,  moreover,  the  tinctures  of  their  arms  were  identical 
with  those  of  Grosvenor.  It  is  far  more  likely,  therefore, 
that  the  coat  assumed  by  Sir  Robert  after  the  adverse 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Chivalry  was  taken  from  that  of 
Grasvenor  of  Grasvenor,  and  that  the  two  families  were 
known  at  that  time  to  be  of  common  origin,  although 
their  connection  with  each  other  has  subsequently  been 
lost. 

In  French  both  gros  and  gras  mean  fat,  and  we  have 
both  forms  in  Grosvenor  and  Grasvenor. 

A  chief  huntsman  to  Royalty  would  have  been  Grand- 
venor,  not  Grosvenor  or  Grasvenor. 

All  these  criticisms  of  mine,  however,  only  affect  the 
origin  of  the  arms,  and  not  the  ancient  and  almost  Royal 
descent  of  this  illustrious  race.  Hugh  Lupus,  Earl  of 
Chester,  was  a  son  of  the  Duke  of  Brittany,  as  is  plainly 
stated  in  his  epitaph. 

This  connection  ot  uncle  and  nephew,  then,  between 
"  Hugh  the  Fat "  and  Gilbert  Grosvenor  impHes  a 
maternal  descent  from  the  Dukes  of  Brittany  for  the  first 
ancestor  of  the  Grosvenor  family. 

In  virtue  of  their  descent  from  an  heiress  of  the  House 
of  Grosvenor,  it  is  only  necessary  to  add  the  Tauntons  of 
Oxford    are    Grosvenors    heraldically   speaking,   and   that 
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quartering  so  many  ancient  coats  through  the  Tanners  and 
the  Grosvenors  with  our  brand-new  grant  is  like  putting 
old  wine  into  new  bottles. 

Hugh  Lupus  left  no  son  to  succeed  him,  and  the  sub- 
sequent descent  of  the  Earldom  of  Chester  was  somewhat 
erratic.  So  I  think  there  is  some  point  in  my  arguments 
regarding  the  coat  assumed  by  Sir  Robert  Grosvenor  of 
Hulme. 

The  Grosvenors  of  Hungorsheath  are  now  represented 
by  Dr.  Randolph  Lea  Grosvenor,  of  Tonbridge  Wells, 
who  is  descended  from  Frances  Grosvenor's  uncle,  Robert 
Grosvenor,  of  Hungorsheath,  in  the  parish  of  Ashley,  co. 
Stafford.  The  Grosvenors  of  Hungorsheath  have  always 
resented  the  coat  of  arms  given  them  by  the  Heralds  at  the 
Staffordshire  Visitations.  They  have  very  properly  pointed 
out  that  this  coat — azure,  a  garb,  or,  between  three  bezants 
— is  the  exact  coat  borne  by  the  family  of  Gravenor  of 
Gravenor,  which  is  of  no  proved  consanguinity  with  their 
own.  They  have  always  claimed,  and,  I  believe,  privately 
borne,  the  arms  of  the  Grosvenors  of  Eaton — azure,  a  garb 
or — with  the  due  difference  of  their  house :  a  crescent. 
Of  course,  there  can  be  no  fault  to  be  found  in  the  action 
of  the  Heralds  in  thus  adding  three  bezants  to  the  coat  of 
the  Drayton  Grosvenors  to  distinguish  them  from  the 
senior  line  of  Eaton. 

The  heraldry  in  itself  was  good,  but  their  selection  of 
bezants  as  a  distinction  was  unfortunate,  since  by  so 
choosing  they  accidentally  blundered  on  to  the  coat  of 
Grasvenor  of  Grasvenor,  in  the  same  county. 

Now,  no  two  families  should  bear  the  same  coat  of 
arms,  and  though  there  are  a  few  exceptions,  yet  so  glaring 
a  one  as  Grosvenor  and  Grasvenor,  of  no  proved  connection, 
bearing  the  same  coat  in  the  same  county,  with  name  so 
similar,  could  not  be  suffered.  Had  the  Heralds  chosen 
any  other  common  heraldic  charge  instead  of  these  unfor- 
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tunate  bezants  for  differencing  the  Grosvenor  arms,  there 
would  have  been  no  trouble.  But  the  selection  of  bezants 
gave  the  Grosvenors  an  impregnable  position,  which  the 
Heralds'  College  has  acknowledged  by  permitting  Dr. 
Randolph  Lea  Grosvenor  to  bear  the  coat — azure,  a  garb 
or,  a  crescent  for  difference — which  the  family  has  always 
claimed. 

It  was  some  years  after  the  Tauntons  had  recorded 
their  pedigree  in  the  College  of  Arms  that  young  Dr. 
Grosvenor  succeeded,  after  much  argument,  in  having  his 
coat  changed.  Consequently,  the  Grosvenor  arms,  as 
quartered  by  the  Tauntons  of  Oxford,  is  the  coat  with  the 
bezants  that  the  Grosvenors  object  to. 

If  we  chose  we  could  apply  to  the  College  to  have  the 
coat  altered,  and  a  crescent  substituted  for  the  offending 
bezants ;  but,  whatever  the  Grosvenors  may  feel  in  the 
matter,  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  of  sufficient  importance  to 
the  Tauntons.  The  Heralds,  I  believe,  hold  both  coats 
equally  legal  and  correct. 

I  have  in  my  possession  a  photograph  of  John  Gros- 
venor, of  Oxford,  Frances  Grosvenors  only  brother,  taken 
from  a  mezzotinto,  which  in  turn  was  taken  from  an  oil 
painting  of  him  by  an  Oxford  painter,  whose  name  I 
forget. 

Frances  Grosvenor  had  two  sisters,  who  died  un- 
married. One  of  these,  Elizabeth  Grosvenor,  is  men- 
tioned, as  also  is  her  brother,  John,  in  the  marriage 
settlement  of  her  niece.  Miss  Frances  Taunton,  sister  to 
the  Judge.  This  marriage  settlement  is  in  my  possession, 
and  is  signed  by  both  Sir  William  Elias  Tauntons, 
John  Grosvenor,  Elizabeth  Grosvenor,  and  others.  John 
Grosvenor's  seal  shows  his  crest — a  talbot  statant — with 
the  single  letter  '  G  '  underneath. 

John  Grosvenor  was  a  celebrated  surgeon  of  Oxford, 
who  originated  the  system  of  rubbing  now  called  massage. 
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He  left  a  large  fortune,  which  went  to  his  second  wife, 
one  of  the  Marsacks  of  Caversham  Park.  Fortunately,' 
however,  for  the  Taunton  quarterings,  he  died  without 
issue. 

There  is  a  little  book,  rather  rare  and  difficult  to  get 
now,  giving  a  description  of  his  system  of  rubbing,  and 
containing  a  memoir  of  him  and  his  portrait. 


Appendix 


HIS  little  book  would  not  be  complete  with- 
out some  account  of  a  family  of  Taunton 
that  is  considered,  and  very  probably  is, 
of  collateral  descent  with  our  own. 

It  descends  from  Edmund  Taunton,  of 
Hilfield,  CO.  Dorset,  who  had  a  son,  William 
Taunton,  of  Wrackleford,  in  the  same 
county.  According  to  Hutchins,  the  historian  of  Dorset, 
Wrackleford  was  a  manor  of  the  value  of  jC^o^  P^^ 
annum.  The  Manor  of  Askerwell  in  the  same  county 
was  granted  to  William  Taunton,  of  Wrackleford,  in 
exchange  for  the  Manor  of  Bockhampton,  in  1775.  In 
the  nave  of  Charminster  (.?)  Church  is  a  flat  stone  with 
the  following  inscription  : 

"  To  the  memory  of  Anne,  wife  of  William  Taunton, 
of  Wrackleford,  Gent,,  and  daughter  of  Henry  Farr,  of 
Sturminster,  Newton  Castle.  She  departed  this  life  the 
22nd  of  October,  1737,  aged  thirty-three  years  and  one 
week." 

As  the  Rev.  Robert  Taunton,  D.C.L..,  Rector  of 
Alton  Barns,  was  not  born  until  1741-42,  this  lady,  who 
died  in  1737,  could  not  have  been  his  mother.  Neither, 
having  only  just  reached  the  age   of  thirty-three,  could 
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she  have  been  his  grandmother.  His  father,  therefore, 
must  have  married  a  second  time. 

He  is  described  in  his  matriculation  entry  at  Oxford 
as  son  of  WilHam  Taunton,  of  Wrackleford. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Cropp  Taunton,  Rector  of  Ashley, 
always  wore  Hessian  boots  and  drove  a  tandem  to  the 
Bishop's  Visitations.  So  he  may  very  well  have  been  the 
clergyman  of  whom  that  ancient  story  is  told  in  connec- 
tion with  a  Bishop  who  explained  the  attitude  of  hands 
in  prayer. 

When  up  at  Oxford  he  sent  a  challenge  to  Cambridge 
of  a  triple  nature,  backing  himself  against  any  Cambridge 
man  in  driving  a  coach,  writing  Greek  verses,  and  a  Latin 
sermon.     His  challenge  was  not  taken  up. 

He  married  Miss  Lucy  Eckersall,  of  Claverton  House, 
Somerset. 

His  brother,  Edmund  Taunton,  wine-merchant,  of 
Birmingham  and  Palermo,  was  a  great  authority  on 
bimetallism  (not  the  one  that  went  mad,  but  the  one  that 
died).  This  Edmund  Taunton,  I  believe,  left  a  large 
family. 

This  family  of  Taunton  bore  for  arms  a  quarterly  coat 
with  crescents.  To  be  exact  :  Quarterly,  arg.  and  gu., 
four  crescents  counterchanged.  Crest  :  A  greyhound  tied 
to  an  oak-tree,  proper.  These,  I  need  scarcely  say,  are 
the  well-known  arms  and  crest  of  the  Tattons  of  Witten- 
shaw,  CO.  Cheshire. 

TAUNTON   OF   SOUTHAMPTON. 

There  was  also  a  family  of  Taunton  settled  in  South- 
ampton. A  Richard  Taunton  died  there  in  the  year  1722, 
leaving  a  son,  Richard  Taunton,  Alderman  of  Southamp- 
ton, who  founded  the  Taunton  Trade  School  there  in 
1750.  He  had  arms  granted  him  in  the  year  1735: 
Arg.,  a  chevron  sa.  between  three  tents  azure  lined  erm. 
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He    married    Miss     Frances    Wimbledon,    of    Andover, 
CO.  Hants. 

His  portrait  is  to  be  seen  in  the  Municipal  Buildings 
at  Southampton  beside  that  of  Dibdin,  the  celebrated 
nautical  poet.  They  call  him  Sir  Richard  Taunton 
there,  but  I  can  find  no  mention  anywhere  of  his  having 
been  knighted.  His  coat,  above  mentioned,  and  our  own 
— his  granted  in  1735  and  ours  in  1886 — are  the  only 
genuine  arms  appertaining  to  the  name.  As  to  whether 
he  left  descendants  I  do  not  know.  Probably  not,  as  he 
left  his  money  to  found  schools  with. 


William  Taunton,: 
of  Wrackleford,  in  the  parish  of 
Stratton,  co.  Dorset. 


second 
wife. 


:Anne,  daughter  of 
Henry  Farr,  first 
wife. 


Rev.  Robert  Taunton,: 
D.C.L.,  of  New  College,  Oxon ; 
B.C.L.,  1769 ;  D.C.L.,  1777  ;  Rector 
of  North  Perrott,  co.  Somerset, 
1777,  and  of  Alton,  Barns,  co.  Wilts, 
1778;  died  July  17,  1797;  buried 
at  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Bradford- 
on-Avon. 


:Frances,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Leonard  Cropp,  of  Southampton, 
CO.  Hants.  She  died  Novem- 
ber 25,  18 19,  aged  sixty-seven. 


(i)  William  Leo-: 
nard  Thomas 
Pyle  Taunton,  of 
Ashley  Manor, 
CO.  Hants ;    of 
Christ  Church, 
Oxon,  and 
Middle  Temple; 
Barrister-at- 
Law ;   Common 
Pleas  Reporter. 


: Charlotte,  dau. 
and  heiress  of 
Rev.  Joseph 
Townsend, 
Rector  of  Pew- 
sey,  Wilts, 
Fellow  of  Clare 
College, 
Cambs,   and 
grand-daughter 
of  Chauncy 
Townsend, 
M.P.  for  West- 
bury,  co.Wilts. 


(3)  Rev. 

Robert 

Cropp 

Taunton, 

of  Corpus 

Christi 

College, 

Oxon ; 

M.A. 

1803; 

Rector  of 

Ashley. 


(4)  Richard    (2)  Edmund 


Hobbs 

Taunton, 

Taunton, 

of  Palermo 

Lieutenant 

wme- 

23rd 

merchant. 

Dragoons ; 

died  of 

cholera 

in  India 

May  9, 

I 81 9,  aged 

thirty. 

Frances  Taunton, 

daughter  and  heiress, 

Lady  of  the  Manor  of  Ashley. 
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I.  The  Judge. 


Autographs  of  various  Members  of  the  Family. 
2.  The  Town  Clerk.  3.   W.  E.  Taunton,  Deputy-Lieutenant  for  Oxfordshire. 
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Polwhele,  the  historian  of  Cornwall,  in  his  false 
pedigree  of  our  family,  quarters  the  Chough  coat  of  the 
Oxford  Tauntons  with  the  crescent  coat  of  the  Tattons 
of  Wittenshaw,  the  Chough  coat  being  ist  and  4th  and 
the  crescents  2nd  and  3rd. 

This  little  book  may,  as  I  have  hinted  before,  be  a 
work  of  vanity.  Judged  by  the  standard  of  religion  it 
probably  is  so.  But,  judged  by  the  same  standard,  so  are 
certainly  many  other  things  applauded  by  the  vulgar. 

The  silly  contentions  and  blatant  speeches  of  politi- 
cians would  most  likely  come  under  the  same  category. 

Family  pride  and  national  vanity  are  only  different 
manifestations  of  the  same  disease,  as  gout  and  rheumatism 
are  said  to  be.  National  vanity,  however,  is  the  titled 
branch  of  the  family,  having  been  raised  to  the  Peerage 
under  the  proud  title  of  "  Patriotism." 

It  is  this  Lord  Patriotism  whom  we  have  to  thank  for 
the  Boer  War.  And  how  skilfully  he  threw  the  blame  of 
declaring  war  on  the  opposite  side,  just  as  the  bewitch- 
ingly  dressed  and  scented  young  lady-  throws  the  overt 
declaration  of  love  on  her  numerous  admirers  !  Very 
clever  indeed  ! 

Then  the  casus  belli- — how  flimsy  !  The  power  of 
the  Yankees  and  of  the  Australians  to  restrict  the  immi- 
gration of  undesirables  is  respected  by  us,  but  the  wretched 
Boers  are  to  let  their  country  be  a  dumping-ground  for 
undesirable  Englishmen,  who  go  there  simply  to  grub  for 
money.  And  these  English,  whom  the  Boers  will  not 
have,  asked  to  be  made  burghers — to  become  citizens,  that 
is,  of  the  Transvaal. 

They  wished  to  become  Boers ;  and  then,  when  the 
Boers  would  not  have  them,  they  suddenly  recollected 
that  they  were  Englishmen.  How  this  sudden  flood  of 
memory,  bringing  back  to  them  childhood's  happy  inno- 
cence, must  have  brought  the  tears  to  their  cheeks  ! 
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And  these  would-be  Boer-English  shed  the  tears  of 
memory  so  judiciously  that  John  Bull  offered  his  clumsy 
paw  to  pull  the  golden  chestnuts  out  of  the  fire  for  them. 
And  it  was  a  clumsy  paw,  too — very  clumsy  ! 

Our  soldiers  have  fought  both  bravely  and  humanely. 
For  them  I  have  nothing  but  admiration.  But  their 
heroism  cannot  wash  out  the  cowardice  and  greed  of  those 
whose  plots  provoked  the  war. 

I  could  write  much  more  on  this  Boer  War  had  I 
space  ;  indeed,  I  could  write  its  comic  history  were  it  not 
so  sad.  As  it  is,  I  will  content  myself  with  hoping  that 
the  vanity  of  this  little  book  does  not  equal  the  vanity  of 
the  Boer  War,  and  at  the  same  time  with  reminding  the 
reader  that  our  Blessed  Saviour  with  all  His  deep  humility 
did  not  disdain  being  royally  descended  from  King  David. 


Elliot  Stock,  62,  Paternoster  Row,  London,  E.C. 
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